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A little ‘whine’ with that wheat?
By Andy Juris

My wife said she thinks I stress over things too much. I 
disagreed. But apparently, my wife belongs to a powerful 
global cabal of worried farm wives, a cabal who’s influence 
likely spans continents, oceans, maybe even space itself. 
I know this because a lot of other folks started making 
comments that suspiciously aligned with views held by 
my wife. They got to the doctor too, probably blackmail. 
He made the flimsy argument that insomnia, chronic 

acid reflux, high blood pressure, and a propensity for verbal outbursts were all in 
agreement with the general diagnosis. What do they teach doctors these days?! If 
he knew his trade, he’d understand that farmers have an almost alien physiology. 
This is all completely normal!

Still, to keep the sinister efforts of the cabal at bay, I figured I’d make an effort to 
take some of their advice, which was to find a hobby/creative outlet/social circle. 
Since hobbies are somewhat foreign to me and in direct conflict with my cheap … 
er … frugal nature, that was out. I understand artsy things about as well I com-
prehend Sanskrit, so no go there. But someone did suggest joining a club of some 
kind, and in a foolish moment, I knew I’d found the perfect thing for farmers — a 
farmers whine club.

I bet some of you didn’t know that farmers could take so easily to such a rich 
and complex subject as whine. But hear me out for a second. Just as our crops 
require care, thought, careful husbandry and time, so, too, does whine! It seems a 
perfect fit, as if designed by the almighty. 

As our group gathered weekly, a whole new world opened to us. Not only was 
there a lot to explore as we sampled various whines (or whining as we came to 
call it), but we also discovered all the various things you can pair with whine. The 
combinations are endless! For example, I found that I could pair a “low rainfall 
year” whine with an “envy of irrigation;” trust me, it goes down smooth. An older 
member brought in a nicely aged “there’s no one to take over the farms anymore” 
with a strange pairing of “refusing to relinquish control to darn kids;” it had a 
nutty aftertaste. A younger farmer brought in a “dad doesn’t trust me” with a light 
side of “wrecked the 3rd new pickup” the next week; it tasted like a million bucks! 
Still another blew our minds further with a new release of “government has no 
place in agriculture” that he brilliantly paired with “CFAP/MFP/ERP;” an unlike-
ly combination, I know, but somehow, we found it quite palatable! 

Thus, week after week, our little group assembled, sampling whines. I’m not 
sure it reduced stress, assuming I had any. But secretly, some of us started to won-
der if some of the pairings really did go that well together. It was after someone 
brought in a “too poor to fund the Wheat PAC” with a “WSU season tickets” that 
we initially thoroughly enjoyed, but later gave us all indigestion, that we truly be-
gan to worry. Could it be that some of these whines aren’t as good as we thought? 
Worse yet, do some of the pairings have unforeseen health consequences later? 

Sadly, in the end, we had to disband. Personally, I think one of our wives slipped 
some “self-reflection” into one of the pairings. Facing and addressing some of the 
more blatant conflicts in our industry is such a cabal move, but one has to admit 
when they’re beaten, so it’s better diets, exercise, uncomfortable honesty and sin-
cerity, I guess. Don’t cross the cabal folks … it’ll ruin your whine!  

President’s Perspective

Cover photo: Last month, wheat growers spent two days in Olympia, meeting with legislators to talk 
about wheat industry priorities. See page 22. Cover photo courtesy of the Washington State Legislative 
Support Services. All photos are Shutterstock images or taken by Wheat Life staff unless otherwise noted.
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We fight every day to ensure that life on the 
family farm continues to prosper and grow. 

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT. 
If you are not a member, please consider joining today.

Thank you to our 
current members

Grower or Landlord $125
Family $200 
(2 family members)
Partnership $500 
(1-5 family members)
Convention $600 
 (2 individuals)
Lifetime $2,500 
 (1 individual)
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LEVELS OF MEMBERSHIP

Producer/Landowners (Voting Membership)

Washington Association
of Wheat Growers

109 East First Ave. • Ritzville, WA 99169 
509-659-0610 • 509-659-4302 (fax)

wawg.org

More member benefits:  
• Greensheet ALERTS  •  WAWG updates
• Voice to WAWG through opinion surveys 
• National Wheat Grower updates
• State and national legislative updates

Call 509-659-0610 or visit wawg.org

Non-Voting Membership
Student $75
Industry Associate $150

 X X X
 X X X

WAWG MEMBERSHIP FORM

Return this form with your check to: 
WAWG • 109 East First Ave. • Ritzville, WA 99169. 
Or call 509-659-0610 and use your credit card to enroll by phone.

 Student $75

 Grower $125

 Landlord $125

 Industry Associate $150

Please check level of membership

Name

Farm or Business

Address

City

State Zip

Phone Fax

Email

County Affiliation (if none, write state)

Circle all that apply:
Producer Landlord Individual Industry Rep. Business Owner Student Other

  Family $200 (up to 2 members)

  Partnership $500 (up to 5 partners)

 Convention $600

 Lifetime $2,500

✔ Preserving the lower Snake River dams.
✔  Fighting mandatory climate/carbon 

regulations.
✔  Lobbying the state Legislature for a 

seasonal overtime exemption.

✔  Maintaining a strong, reliable safety net 
by preserving crop insurance and making 
sure farm commodity programs work.

✔  Maintaining a safe, sound transportation 
system that includes rail, river and roads.

WAWG’s current top priorities are:

If these priorities are important to you, your family and your farm operation,  
join WAWG today and help us fight.



TREAT ‘EM RIGHT. LEARN MORE AT 
ALBAUGHSEEDTREATMENT.COM

©2023 Albaugh, LLC. All rights reserved. Albaugh and the Albaugh logo are registered trademarks and Anchor, Ace and 
Legend are trademarks of Albaugh, LLC. Always read and follow label restrictions, precautions and directions for use. 
Some products may not be registered for sale or use in all states or counties. Please check with your local extension service 
to ensure registration status. Anchor EPA# 42750-390. Ace EPA# 45002-40. Legend EPA# 45002-44.

ANCHOR™ 3L ST
ACTIVE: METALAXYL-M

(Mefenoxam)
Trusted systemic control of 
seed- and soil-borne fungi.

ACE™ 3.8L ST
ACTIVE: IPCONAZOLE 
Reliable, highly versatile 

fungicide delivers enhanced 
disease protection.
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One of the most proven 
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insecticide treatments.

THEY’RE HERE. THREE PROVEN ALTERNATIVES 
SURE TO GIVE YOUR BOTTOM LINE A LIFT.

WELL, THIS CHANGES 
EVERYTHING



WAWG   WORKat
ADVOCATING FOR THE WHEAT FARMERS OF EASTERN WASHINGTON

January’s Washington Association 
of Wheat Growers (WAWG) state 
board meeting was all about getting 
ready for the annual lobbying trip to 
Olympia, as board members dis-
cussed state legislative priorities and 
the 2023 Legislative Session with 
WAWG lobbyist Diana Carlen.

See more about the trip to 
Olympia and WAWG’s state priori-
ties on page 22.

At the time of the board meeting, 
which was on Jan. 10, state legisla-
tors were only on day two of the 
2023 Washington State Legislative 
Session, but Carlen said it was 
already shaping up to be a busy one. 
As expected, one of last year’s big-
gest issues, riparian buffers, has re-
surfaced, with the Governor’s Office 
introducing a new bill for riparian 
protection. But unlike last year, the 
new bill sets up a voluntary grant 
program rather than mandating ri-
parian buffers. Carlen said there are 
still details that need to be ironed 
out, and she is concerned there is 
not enough time to see the success of 
voluntary efforts before a regulatory 
backstop is considered. 

Another big issue for the wheat 
industry is the low carbon fuel 
standard and the cap and trade law 
that went into effect at the begin-
ning of the year. Besides increasing 
fuel prices, agriculture is concerned 
their exemption for fuel used on the 
farm and for transporting products 
to market is not being applied. The 
Washington State Department of 
Ecology (Ecology) has not set up a 
mechanism for fuel producers to 
implement such exemptions, and 
Carlen said it is causing a lot of frus-

WAWG board reviews priorities ahead of Olympia trip

tration and confusion for exempted industries.
The 2023 Legislative Session is scheduled to last 105 days and end on April 

23. The primary job of the Legislature will be to pass operating, capital and 
transportation budgets for 2023-2025. Budget writers have some breathing room 
in drafting the budgets because tax collections have been coming in higher 
than forecasted, resulting in increased revenue projections through the 2027 
biennium.

Roylene Comes At Night, state conservationist for the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS), joined the meeting virtually to talk about what 
the state office has planned for its share of the Inflation Reduction Act funds. 
She said the office is working on “presentables.” She also talked about their 
new commodity buffer program that seeks to compensate landowners for any 
income lost due to riparian buffers. She called the program a “place to start” to 
see if producers can be adequately compensated.

“I’m trying to get past the conversation and get if off the ground,” she told the 
board.  
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MAKE THE INVESTMENT

ALWAYS PLANT CERTIFIED SEED

CLEANER FIELDS         HIGHER YIELDS         GUARANTEED QUALITY

EVERY HARVEST

WASHINGTON STATE CROP IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
509-334-0461    www.washingtoncrop.com

Find your closest certified seed dealer at www.washingtoncrop.com/dealers



WAWG AT WORKWL

All counties reported generally good stands of winter 
wheat. A few counties were seeing runoff as snow melted, 
but most said the moisture was going into the ground.

Casey Chumrau, CEO of the Washington Grain 
Commission, reported that in recent months, commission-
ers have attended crop quality seminars in South America 
and Asia.

“It’s nice to reconnect after two years,” she told the 
board.

Overall U.S. wheat sales are down 6% compared to last 
marketing year, partially because of the strong U.S. dollar. 
Soft white, however, is up 28% over last marketing year.

The next WAWG state board meeting will be Feb. 14 at 
the Wheat Foundation building in Ritzville, Wash.  

Washington 2022 wheat 
production sees 65% jump

The National Agricultural Statistics Service released 
two important reports on Jan. 12 concerning Washington 
wheat growers.

The first report, the Annual Crop Summary Report, 
summarizes the 2022 crop year for all wheat, hay, potatoes 
and dry beans. All wheat planted in Washington totaled 
2.33 million acres, down slightly from 2021. Harvested 
area, at 2.27 million acres, is up 2% from the previous year. 
Production totaled 144 million bushels, up 65% from 2021. 
Yield is estimated at 63.4 bushels per acre, up 24.3 bushels 
from the previous year. In Idaho, all wheat planted totaled 

At their county meeting in 
January, Franklin County wheat 
growers elected a new repre-
sentative for the Washington 
Association of Wheat Growers’ 
(WAWG) board of directors. Ben 
Cochrane is the 5th generation 
to work on the family’s farm in 
Kahlotus, Wash.

“I’m excited to be a part of 
WAWG. I’m looking forward to 
being a contributing member,” 
Cochrane said.

Cochrane graduated from 
Kahlotus High School and 
Washington State University 
(WSU) where he was in the Air 
Force ROTC. After graduation, he 
was stationed at Fort Bliss in El 
Paso, Texas, as an Air Force Tactical Air Control Party 
officer. He said he always knew he wanted to come back 
to Eastern Washington to farm.

“When I was graduating college and going into the 
Air Force, people asked how long I planned to be in the 
military. I said until I’m done and ready to start farming. 
I met my wife, and we decided that military life wasn’t 
as conducive to having a family,” he explained. The 
couple returned to the farm in 2015. His wife, Samantha, 
is a teacher at the Kahlotus Elementary School.

From his position on the WAWG board of directors, 
Cochrane will be taking Franklin County growers’ 

opinions and needs to the state 
level and elevating his “little 
section of the world,” so its voice 
is better heard. He’s also look-
ing forward to becoming more 
involved in advocating for growers 
and learning how the association 
works with legislators.

Cochrane is a graduate of 
AgForestry (Class of 41), which 
he said prepared him for dealing 
with the legislative process and 
showing him how interconnected 
the agriculture industry is in 
Washington state. AgForestry also 
taught him how important it is for 
farmers to tell their story.

“One of the things I’m go-
ing to try to push for is to get 

more young wheat growers to go into the program 
(AgForestry),” he said. “I think the importance of farm-
ing is not as embraced, especially in the public eye. 
There’s just so much information out there that farmers 
can get painted in a less-than-forgiving light of hurting 
the environment or not caring about the environment. 
Farmers spend a lot of time thinking about how what 
we are doing affects the soil and water. I think we just 
don’t do a very good job of selling ourselves as being 
stewards of the land.”

In his sparse spare time, Cochrane enjoys attending 
WSU football games and hunting.  

WAWG board welcomes new Franklin County representative

Ben Cochrane is the new Washington Association 
of Wheat Growers state board representative from 
Franklin County. He and his wife, Samantha, are the 5th 
generation on his family’s Kahlotus farm.
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THE FARMER’S SHARE. U.S. farm establishments received 14.5 cents per 
dollar spent on domestically produced food in 2021 — a decrease of 1 cent 
from a revised 15.5 cents in 2020 — to the lowest recorded farm share value 
in nearly three decades. The remaining portion of the food dollar — known 
as the marketing share — covers the costs of getting domestically produced 
food from farms to points of purchase, including costs related to packaging, 
transporting, processing and selling to consumers. One contributor to the 
2021 decline in farm share was a shift to food-away-from-home (FAFH) 
spending. Farm establishments typically receive a smaller share of FAFH 
spending because of the large amount of value added by FAFH outlets such 
as restaurants. As a result, the farm share generally decreases when FAFH 
spending increases faster year-over-year than food-at-home spending. 
FAFH spending increased markedly in 2021 after a sharp decrease early in 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Accordingly, the farm share returned to its pre-
pandemic downward trend in 2021 after an increase in 2020.

WAWG AT WORKWL

1.16 million acres, down 6% from 2021. Harvested 
area, at 1.08 million acres, is down 5% from the 
previous year. All wheat production totaled 93.5 
million bushels, up 22 percent from the previous 
year. Yield is estimated at 86.8 bushels per acre, 
up 19.2 bushels from 2021. In Oregon, all wheat 
planted totaled 730,000 acres, up 1% from a year 
ago. Harvested area, at 720,000 acres, is up 2% from 
2021. Production totaled 49 million bushels, up 54% 
from the previous year. Yield is estimated at 68 
bushels per acre, up 23 bushels from 2021.

The second report looks ahead at the 2023 wheat 
crop. The report found that winter wheat seeding 
in the Northwest was up slightly from last year. 
Washington winter wheat growers seeded an esti-
mated 1.80 million acres of winter wheat for harvest 
in 2023. This is down 3% from the area seeded in 
2022 but 3% above 2021. Idaho growers seeded 
770,000 acres of winter wheat for the 2023 crop, 
unchanged from 2022, but 8% above the 2021 crop. 
Oregon farmers planted 790,000 acres, up 8% from 
the 2022 crop and up 10% from 2021.

Across the U.S., planted winter wheat acres were 
up as well. Hard red winter wheat seeded area is 
expected to total 25.3 million acres, up 10% from 
2022. Planted acreage is up from last year across 
most of the growing region. The largest increase in 
planted acreage is estimated in Texas, while North 
Dakota and South Dakota are estimated to be 
unchanged.

Soft red winter wheat seeded area totals 7.90 mil-
lion acres, up 20% from last year. Compared with 
last year, the largest acreage increases are expected 
in Illinois and Missouri, while the largest acreage 
decreases are expected in Georgia and Wisconsin.

White winter wheat seeded area totals 3.73 mil-
lion acres, up 3% from 2022. Seeding was virtually 
complete in the region by the end of October.  

Receiving your ALERT?
With their annual membership, Washington 

Association of Wheat Growers (WAWG) members 
can receive industry updates through the weekly 
digital Greensheet ALERT via email. If you are not 
receiving this ALERT, either we don’t have your 
current email address, or our ALERT is going into 
your spam folder. Please call the WAWG office at 
(509) 659-0610 to make sure we have your current 
email address.  

Election, enrollment for 2023 
ARC/PLC programs ongoing

The 2018 Farm Bill reauthorized the Agriculture Risk 
Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) program. 
Elections and enrollment for 2023 ARC/PLC began on Oct.17, 
2022, and will run through March 15, 2023.

The 2018 Farm Bill allows for changes to the farm election for 
2023. Producers wishing to make a farm election must obtain 
signatures from all producers on the farm with an interest in 

10 WHEAT LIFE    FEBRUARY 2023



Contact your local retailer to put  
Lumivia® CPL to work on your acres.

Unmatched 
Insect Protection

Improved plant stand, reduces  
leaf feeding and increases  
yield potential

First and only seed applied  
technology for wheat that protects 

against fall armyworm, cutworm, 
wireworm, and grasshoppers*

Unique translocation approach  
that protects from roots to  
seedling above ground

 EPA approved for wheat, pulse crops, lentils, barley and oats.  
Greater flexibility with on-farm treating.*

*Grasshopper suppression. Contact your state pesticide regulatory agency to determine if a product is registered for sale or use in your state..
 ™ ® Trademarks of Corteva Agriscience and its affiliated companies. Add an EPA-approved dye or colorant to treat the seeds per 40 CFR 153.155(b)(1) during 

the seed treatment process. Ensure that all treated seed are dyed an unnatural color. Always read and follow label directions. © 2022 Corteva. 1022_0012



WAWG AT WORKWL

the farm’s cropland acres (excluding CRP) for the election 
to be considered valid. Producers may elect to enroll in 
PLC, ARC-County, or ARC-Individual programs for 2023. 
Elections to PLC or ARC-County are made on a covered 
commodity by covered commodity basis, and all covered 
commodity base acres are elected into ARC-Individual if 
that program is chosen for a farm.

Failure to return all signatures for the 2023 sign-up by 
March 15, 2023, will result in the farm defaulting to the 
election made in the 2022 program year.  

Industry responds to 
WOTUS announcement

At the end of December, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers announced the final Revised Definition of 
Waters of the United States. The rule will take effect 60 
days after it is published in the Federal Register.

“The National Association of Wheat Growers (NAWG) 
is deeply concerned that the EPA and U.S. Army Corps 
rushed to get this revised definition out prior to the end 
of the year instead of waiting for the decision in the 
Sackett case before the Supreme Court,” said NAWG CEO 
Chandler Goule. “While we continue reviewing the final 
rule, since the rulemaking process was announced last 
year, NAWG has stressed that farmers need clarity regard-
ing jurisdiction, recognize important agricultural water 
features, and more long-term certainty from the courts 
and administrations.”

In April 2022, NAWG filed an amicus brief with other 
agriculture groups in the Supreme Court case, which is 
examining the scope of federal jurisdiction as a Waters of 
the United States under the Clean Water Act.  

How we are doing?
Like something you read in Wheat Life? Disagree with 

something you read in Wheat Life? Let us know by email-
ing your comments and suggestions to editor@wawg.org 
or mail them to 109 East First Avenue, Ritzville, Wash., 
99169-2394. Please keep submissions less than 350 words. 
Submissions may be edited for length.  

509-926-9595 • ELJAYOIL.COM

DELO HEAVY DUTY MOTOR OILS & 
TRACTOR HYDRAULIC FLUID

BULK FUELS

Local and Family-Owned, Eljay Oil
is Greater Spokane’s Only

Authorized Chevron Marketer.

TRUCK, TRACTOR & AG EQUIPMENT PARTS & SERVICE REPAIRS  •  REBUILDS  •  MACHINING

YOUR RESOURCE FOR PARTS & REPAIR OF OLDER TRUCKS,
TRACTORS & AG EQUIPMENT!  WE DO NEWER ONES, ALSO!

36710 Highway 12    Dayton WA   •   509-382-4824
daytrac@columbiainet.com

12 WHEAT LIFE    FEBRUARY 2023



BioWest.ag • MicrobialSolutions@BioWest.ag

Battalion Pro 
NEW BIOHERBICIDE FOR THE SUPPRESSION  
OF CHEATGRASS/DOWNY BROME,  
MEDUSAHEAD, AND JOINTED GRASS

The only bioherbicide of its kind on the market, 
Battalion Pro targets these invasive annual weeds  
at the seed bank level.

Timing is NOW for fall and winter applications.

Contact a BioWest Certified Crop Consultant for 
detailed product information. Or contact your local 
agricultural retailer to purchase Battalion Pro.

WHERE CHAOS MEETS CONTROL — 
THAT’S YOUR SWEET SPOT.
VIPER® 4+ AND CR7™ FIELD COMPUTERS
HAVE CONFIDENCE IN YOUR APPLICATION WITH A COMPLETELY 
INTEGRATED SYSTEM WITH RAVEN’S FULL LINE OF PRODUCTS 
INTO ONE NETWORKED PLATFORM. 

Viper® 4+ is the powerful fourth generation Viper field computer 
powered by Raven Operating Software and a 12.1-inch customizable 
touchscreen. Easy job set-up, fewer touches, and greater efficiency 
allow for extraordinary data management capabilities.

CR7TM  is a lightweight 7-inch field computer powered by CRX 
operating software with customizable in-job settings, and ISO 
Universal Terminal and Task Controller capabilities make this 
mighty unit an affordable, plug-and-play system. Learn more at ravenprecision.com››

9721 W Flight Dr.    Spokane WA 99224509-838-2209 www.spraycenter.com

Get $2000 value for your Envisio Pro when you upgrade to our
premium Viper 4+ Kit. Includes free INW install. Call for details!
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RIPARIAN 
BUFFERS 
REBUFFED. 
Washington 
Association of 
Wheat Growers 
lobbyist Diana 
Carlen (right) 
testified in 
opposition of HB 
1215, “Concerning 
the Protection 
and Restoration of 
Riparian Areas,” at 
the state House’s 
Agriculture and 
Natural Resources 
Committee on 
Jan. 18. She 
testified as a 
member of 
the governor’s 
riparian taskforce 
for wheat/potato 
and as opposed 
to the bill. She 
said while there 
is appreciation that this bill is focused on a voluntary approach for now, there is concern with how the voluntary program is structured, especially the 
reliance on the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife guidance documents as best available science. She stressed that the bill does not 
provide enough focus on working with landowners in the program nor has there been any mention of metrics to measure success of the program.

POLICY MATTERS
By Diana Carlen 
WAWG Lobbyist

The Washington state legislative session began on 
Monday, Jan. 9. It is the first in-person session since the 
pandemic hit, and everyone is excited to be back in person. 
The 2023 session is scheduled to last 105 days and end on 
April 23. The primary job of the Legislature will be to pass 
operating, capital and transportation budgets for 2023-
2025. Budget writers have some breathing room in draft-
ing the budgets because tax collections have been coming 
in higher than forecasted, resulting in increased revenue 
projections through the 2027 biennium.

There are many new faces in Olympia. Over two dozen 
new legislators were sworn into the House and Senate 
as an unprecedented number of members chose not to 
seek reelection this fall. Democrats gained a seat in each 
chamber and control the House by a count of 58-40 and 
the Senate by a count of 29-20.

In the first few weeks of session, committees have been 
holding public hearings, allowing both in-person and 
remote testimony, as well as scheduling bills for execu-
tive action, which is the action of voting bills out of policy 
and fiscal committees. In addition, legislators are drop-
ping dozens of bills daily. As of the third week of session, 
over 1,300 bills have been introduced. The first legislative 
deadline is Feb. 17, 2023, when all bills must be voted out 
of their respective policy committees to remain alive.

Governor’s proposed budget
In December, Gov. Inslee released his proposed $70 

billion operating budget, which marks a roughly 12% 
increase in spending from the current 2021-2023 budget. 
While the proposed budget does not include any new tax 
increases, it does reflect two new sources of money passed 
by the Legislature in 2021: a capital gains tax and revenues 
raised by a cap-and-trade program (CCA) that went in 
effect in January. The 2023-25 biennial budget is the first 

Legislators dive into committee work as 2023 session starts
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FARM & HOME SUPPLY
Pomeroy, WA – 509-843-3395

MORROW COUNTY GRAIN GROWERS
Lexington, OR – 800-452-7396

CENTRAL MACHINERY SALES
Moses Lake, WA – 509-765-1257

CENTRAL MACHINERY SALES
Sunnyside, WA – 509-837-3833

ST. JOHN HARDWARE & IMPLEMENT
Fairfield, WA – 509-283-2111

CENTRAL MACHINERY SALES
Pasco, WA – 509-547-8920

WALTER IMPLEMENT, INC.
Odessa, WA – 509-982-2644

FARM EQUIPMENT HEADQUARTERS
Pendleton, OR – 541-276-6222

MORROW COUNTY GRAIN GROWERS
Wasco, OR – 800-824-7185

VISIT ONE OF THESE GREAT PLAINS DEALERS OR GET MORE INFORMATION AT: www.GreatPlainsAg.com

©Great Plains Mfg., Inc. 2728A-GPM

AVAILABLE IN 

50'

“Harvest Starts Here.”

Great Plains keeps raising the bar when it comes 
to seeding performance in a box drill. The 
legendary BD7600 features an industry-leading 
box capacity, a durable, field-tested design, and 
innovative metering system for greater accuracy 
across all seed types, from traditional to cover 
crops. With optional hydraulic drive, producers 
can achieve superior versatility and variable-rate 
seeding from the cab and take advantage of cost-
saving section control features. Available in a 50' 
model, the BD7600 matches the productivity of an 
air drill with the simplicity of a box drill.

Bringing next-level accuracy,
convenience, and functionality
to help you farm smarter.
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budget to allocate and to spend cap and trade revenues 
outside of the transportation budget. Because this is a 
market-based program, the proceeds cannot be known 
with certainty and may be variable over the biennium. 
The first auction is set to take place at the end of February. 
The governor’s budget assumes $1.7 billion in revenues 
from the CCA over the next two years.

The governor’s budget provides $5 million in funding to 
develop a detailed replacement plan for the power cur-
rently produced by the lower Snake River dams. Late last 
year, Gov. Inslee and U.S. Senator Patty Murray (D-Wash.) 
released a study determining that the dams could not be 
removed until clean energy alternatives can be developed 
to replace the power these dams generate. The governor’s 
proposed budget also includes an additional $5 million for 
the Department of Transportation to conduct an analysis 
of highway, road and freight rail transportation needs 
and options to accommodate the movement of freight and 
goods that currently move by barge through the lower 
Snake River dams.

Discussions continue to ensure ag  
is exempt from any carbon surcharge

In early January, a work session was held in the Senate 
Environment, Energy and Technology Committee on 
implementation of the new cap and trade law and low car-
bon fuel standard that both went into effect on Jan. 1. Since 
the new year, it has been reported that consumers are see-
ing increased gas and diesel prices due to these new laws 
going into effect. Specifically, fuel producers have added a 
carbon surcharge on gas and diesel to cover their compli-
ance obligations from the new carbon laws. 

The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) 
came out swinging at the oil industry at the work session 
when asked about fuel suppliers passing on these fees to 
their customers. Ecology staff accused fuel producers of 
prematurely imposing a carbon surcharge on customers 
before they were required to comply and stated that oil 
companies have a reputation for price gouging. The oil 
industry firmly disputed Ecology’s accusations and stated 
that the law went into effect on Jan. 1 and that they are 
required to make business decisions now before knowing 
the results of the first auction at the end of February.

Notably, the cap-and-trade statute exempted fuel used 
for on-farm use and for transporting products on public 
highways, but unfortunately, farmers are still being as-
sessed the carbon surcharge since Ecology has not set up 
a mechanism in their rulemaking for fuel producers to 
implement such exemptions. The same thing is happening 
for the maritime industry.

Agricultural representatives have met both with 

Ecology staff and the director of Ecology to discuss this 
problem. Ecology also released interim guidance, mostly 
addressed at the maritime industry who also has an 
exemption. Unfortunately, the guidance issued by Ecology 
does not fix the problem. 

It is becoming evident that legislation to address this 
issue may be needed. Lobbyists from the agriculture and 
business communities have been meeting with key legisla-
tors to discuss what a legislative fix would look like. In the 
meantime, it is recommended that farmers maintain all 
their invoices and records of fuel sales used for agricul-
tural purposes while this issue is being sorted out.

Governor’s riparian bill 
Gov. Inslee has introduced a new riparian bill, HB 1215, 

sponsored by Rep. Mike Chapman (D-Port Angeles), but 
this time it sets up a voluntary grant program for land-
owners to plant trees and take land out of production. 
The governor has proposed $100 million to fund the new 
program in his proposed budget. The bill would also 
continue the existing riparian task force established in the 
2022 Supplemental Operating Budget. 

The House Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Committee held a public hearing on the bill in mid-Janu-
ary where wheat growers testified as opposed to the bill. 
Due to the change in approach to a voluntary program 
and the improved process in developing this legislation 
with stakeholders, the hearing was much less contentious 
than last year. Testifiers all noted that this bill was an 
improvement from last year and were appreciative that it 
is focused on a voluntary program, but there is still con-
cern from agricultural groups on how this new program 
is structured, especially designating Fish and Wildlife 
guidance documents as the best available science, which is 
unprecedented. They also emphasized that in order for the 
program to be successful, there needs to be more focus on 
working with landowners and flexibility in administering 
the grant program. Tribes also testified with concerns as 
they are skeptical that voluntary programs can be effective 
and would like to see a regulatory approach as a backstop. 

At the end of January, Rep. Chapman released a new bill 
for stakeholders to review. The new bill fixes the overly 
broad title of the original bill. It also removes controversial 
language of the original bill stating that the two Fish and 
Wildlife manuals are considered the best available science. 

Flexibility for ag overtime bill introduced
Legislation to provide flexibility from the overtime law 

for agriculture was introduced last month. SB 5476/HB 
1523 would allow an agricultural employer to select any 
12 weeks in a calendar year as special circumstance weeks 
for labor demand. During each of the selected 12 weeks, 
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SOFT WHITE SPRING VARIETIES:
Seahawk          Louise          Tekoa

DNS VARIETIES:
AP Venom          Net CL+          Chet 

SPRING CLUB WHEAT VARIETIES:
Melba

CORN VARIETIES:
Full Lineup of LG Corn Products          
Silage          Dry Grain          High Moisture

2023 SPRING SEED

Custom Seed
Treatments

Delivery
Options

MESZ Fertilizer
Blending

Mason Douglass 509-380-4425 John Mancini 509-380-1695

1000 N. Columbia Ave.
Connell, WA 99326

509-234-2500

www.TriStateSeed.com

SPRING FORAGE VARIETIES:
Oats - Everleaf 126         Peas - Max        Te� Grass 
Sorghum x Sudan           Timothy             Alfalfa 
Triticale - Gunner            Barley - Lavina
Forage / Pasture Grass Mixes                  

FARM & HOME SUPPLY
888-643-3395 • 509-843-3395
www.fhsupply.com    Pomeroy, WA

2021 NEW HOLLAND LOADER TRACTOR 
112 HP, 84” BUCKET .................$72,500

NEW TRACKMAN 30” WIDE TRACKS, Fits 
CASE IH QUADTRACS .......NOW $7,500

GREAT PLAINS TURBOMAX, 30’, rolling 
spike harrow and rolling basket harrow 
to firm the soil. TRUE VERTICAL  
TILLAGE ..........................................CALL

NEW KIOTI-DK4210SE HST, cab, loader 
w/ 72” bucket ................................CALL

NEW KIOTI-DK6010SE HST, deluxe cab, 
loader w/ QA72” bucket ...............CALL

NEW KIOTI-CK2610 HST, ROPS, loader 
w/ QA66” bucket ..........................CALL

NEW KIOTI-DK5310SE, 50hp, ROPS, 
loader w/ QA72” bucket ...............CALL

NEW KIOTI-CX2510 HST, 25hp, cab, 
loader w/ 50” bucket, mid-mount 
mower ...........................................CALL

KIOTI CK3520SEHCB, cab, loader w/ 
QA66” bucket ................................CALL

ASK ABOUT ZERO DOWN,  
0% INTEREST FINANCING

Frank’s Boot Company

3805 N. Market Street  • Spokane, Wash.  •  509-309-2903  •  franksboots.com

We Rebuild and Resole The Competitors’ Handmade Boots, Too!

Front Range 
Versatile for farm, industrial or office use,  

it fits all needs. 6-12” heights.
• Fully resoleable and rebuildable

• High heel and arch support
• Built for  
maximum comfort

Type 1 Commander 
Well-suited for outdoor use,  

including wildland firefighting. 6-16” heights.
• 7.5 to 8 oz. full grain water resistant leather  

and a one-inch thick sole
• Durable rough-out toe

• Comfortable high heel  
and arch support

• Available in 6-16” heights

Continuing the family tradition of quality, handmade boots  
on N. Market Street (formerly Nick’s Boots building)
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the agricultural employer would be 
permitted to employ agricultural 
employees for up to 50 hours before 
the requirement to pay overtime 
would be triggered.

As of 2023, the overtime threshold 
is currently set at work performed 
after 48 hours worked per week. As 
of Wheat Life’s deadline, the bill had 
not been scheduled for a hearing.

Court hears argument  
on capital gains tax

In late January, oral arguments 
were held at the Washington State 
Supreme Court over the constitu-
tionality of Washington’s capital 
gains tax. The challenge began 
during the 2021 session when the 
Legislature narrowly passed a mea-
sure imposing a 7% tax on the sale 
of stocks, bonds and other high-end 
assets in excess of $250,000 for both 
individuals and couples. The tax was 
projected to bring in $415 million 
this year — the first year the state 
would collect money from the tax. 
The case is before the Washington 
State Supreme Court after Attorney 
General Bob Ferguson appealed 
a March 2022 Douglas County 
Superior Court decision overturning 
the tax.

Walla Walla, Wa • info@northwestfirstrealtors.com
509-524-9055  •  NorthwestFirstRealtors.com

Lic. in WA, OR & ID

OUR RootsRoots  RUN DEEPRootsRoots

FIRST REALTORS

LOWDEN IRRIGATED FARM LOWDEN IRRIGATED FARM // RANCH RANCH

454.77 Acres - Lowden, Walla Walla County, Washington - $5,500,000454.77 Acres - Lowden, Walla Walla County, Washington - $5,500,000

3 Pivots, K-Line on Corners. 12 Parcels with 10 Lots Ranging from 
9.97-21.3 Acres. Home, Shop, Barn, Arena, Livestock Sorting Pens.

Mark Grant 
Owner / Designated Broker

509-520-1906

Just Just 
Listed!Listed!

At the center of the lawsuit is the disagreement over whether the capital gains 
tax is an income tax or an excise tax. If it is found to be an income tax, it would 
violate the state constitution. 

Although the State Supreme Court has allowed the state to begin collecting 
the tax while the appeal is underway, given the drastic revenue impact the chal-
lenged tax would have, the decision will have an unquestionable impact on the 
state’s yet-to-be-decided budget. It is unclear when the court may rule on the 
case, although the decision may be expedited given its importance.  

Bill expands ag internship possibilities
Last month, legislation that would expand the state’s farm internship program 

was unanimously passed by the Washington State Senate.
“The average age of a Washington farmer is nearly 59,” said Sen. Nikki Torres 

(R-Pasco), the bill’s sponsor. Torres represents the 15th Legislative District, 
which includes parts of five central Washington counties. “One of the most 
important challenges we face is the preservation of farming in Washington and 
making sure that the next generation is ready to step up with knowledge of 
modern farming techniques, sustainability strategies and knowledge of how to 
run a successful farming business.

In 2010, the Washington State Legislature directed the state Department of 
Labor and Industries (L&I) to establish a farm internship pilot project, which 
has expired and been extended or reestablished several times. The pilot project, 
which originally began with just a few counties, is now available in 19, but has 
received requests in several counties that are not authorized to participate.

Under Substitute Senate Bill 5156, the farm internship program would be 
expanded to all counties and would no longer have an expiration date. The mea-
sure would also require L&I to certify that the participating farms would allow 
interns to participate in career and technical education or other educational 
content with courses in agriculture. Torres’ bill would define a small farm as 
one with annual sales of less than $265,000, rather than less than $250,000, as it is 
currently. The bill now goes to the House of Representatives for consideration.  

FOR RENT
Washington Wheat 
Foundation Annex

Rental Includes:
Seats 100 • Full service kitchen • Wi-Fi  

Free coffee and tea • Pull out wall divider  
2 large screens • Free parking  

18 x 22 lobby to gather or serve buffet 
Separate board meeting room (seats 12)

$50 (0-4 hours) or  
$100 (4+ hours)

Contact Katie Teachout at the Washington 
Wheat Foundation rental line 

(509) 659-0610
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WASHINGTON WHEAT FOUNDATION  •  WAWHEAT.ORG  •  (509) 659-1987 

Working to advance the small grains industry  
by building support for programs and activities  
that increase public awareness of farming.

PMS BLACK

PMS 139

PMS 114

The farmers’ crops on the field go round and round
Have you ever noticed that one farm field may grow several different crops? 

Even if wheat is a farmer’s primary crop, that farmer may also plant the same 
field with a series of other crops, such as lentils, garbanzo beans and dried peas, 
as growing seasons change.

This sequential planting of different crops on the same piece of land is called 
crop rotation.

Why rotate crops?
Crop rotation is a scientific and proactive method for farmers to manage their 

land and improve soil health. Benefits of crop rotation include:
●  Soil structure. Different species of plants have different root structures and 

grow to various depths. Soil that has been shaped by several different root 
systems allows for better water infiltration and drainage.

●  Disease and pest management. Continuously planting the same crop in the 
same place allows crop-specific diseases and pests to thrive. A wheat farmer 
who rotates wheat with other crops like canola can break up wheat-borne 
issues in the soil.

●  Fertility. Life in the soil thrives on variety. When a wheat farmer plants a 
nitrogen-fixing crop, such as lentils or peas, it improves the soil naturally.

●  Erosion control. By replanting a field with a different crop after wheat is 
harvested, farmers help reduce erosion. Instead of a field of loose soil that’s 
exposed to wind and precipitation, fields are covered with a series of differ-
ent crops that hold soil in place.

●  Crop yield and profitability. Through a combination of all the benefits 
above, crop rotations can ultimately lead to higher yields and profitability. 
For example, some farmers have found that adding an oilseed crop like 
canola to their rotation offers its own economic value and may contribute to 
higher wheat yields.

@WAWHEATFOUNDATION

WAWHEAT.ORG

WAWHEATFOUNDATION

@WHEATFOUNDATION

Create a lasting legacy and remember  
the Washington Wheat Foundation in your estate planning. 

Visit wawheat.org for more information.

Developing a  
crop rotation plan

Each crop grown in a rotation 
is part of a larger crop production 
system. Farmers set goals for what 
they want their crop rotation to 
accomplish. Then they develop rota-
tion plans, maps and sequences for 
each section of their farm to achieve 
them.

A simple crop rotation may be a 
sequence of two or three crops. A 
complex rotation plan may involve 
a schedule of five or even a dozen 
different crops planted methodically 
over the course of several years.

Rotations are as important as 
sunshine, water and nutrients to our 
farmers. They are one of the most 
important practices that help set 
Washington apart and allow us to 
grow safe and healthy food.

Check out this short video to 
learn more about crop rotations and 
why they matter at youtube.com/
watch?v=imO6T3QX6Kc.  

What is crop rotation? The practice of planting different crops 
sequentially on the same plot of land to improve soil health, 
optimize nutrients in the soil, and combat pest and weed 
pressure.
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More than 30 wheat growers, landlords and industry leaders made the trip 
to Olympia last month to take part in the Washington Association of Wheat 
Growers’ (WAWG) annual lobbying visit, the first time since 2020 they’ve been 
able to meet with state legislators in person on Capitol grounds. Over the course 
of a day and a half, they met with 45 legislators from both sides of the aisle 
and leaders from several departments, including Agriculture, Ecology, and 
Transportation. Growers also met with Ruth Musgrave, Gov. Inslee’s senior 
policy advisor for natural resources.

“It was nice to be able to be on campus and meet legislators in person again,” 
said Michelle Hennings, WAWG’s executive director. “Advocating for the wheat 
industry is much more effective when growers can sit down with a legislator to 
talk face to face rather than through a computer screen. We had a great group of 
growers who are passionate about the industry and invested their time to help 
protect it for future generations. Thank you to everybody who made the trip.”

After arriving in Olympia, growers met over supper to hear WAWG’s priori-
ties, get talking points and review the meeting schedule with WAWG lobby-
ist, Diana Carlen. One of the industry’s biggest concerns currently is that a 
mechanism to exempt certain industries from surcharges on fuel as a result of 
the Climate Commitment Act and the Clean Fuel Program has not been put in 
place.

When the Legislature passed both the cap and trade and low carbon fuel 
standard legislation last year, they specifically exempted fuel used on the farm 
and fuel used to transport products to market. The laws went into effect on Jan. 
1. Fuel producers have begun adding a fuel surcharge to cover their compli-
ance obligations from the new carbon laws, and that surcharge is already being 
passed to consumers. In their meetings, growers explained the situation to 
legislators and asked for their help in urging Ecology to meet with farmers and 

OLYMPIA DAYS 2023
Growers, landlords meet with legislators to advocate for wheat industry

Thank you to all the growers, 
landlords and industry leaders who 

participated in the 2023 Olympia 
Days trip:

Gary Bailey, Whitman County
Sarah Bodine, Snohomish/Adams 

County
Mark Booker, Adams County
Diana Carlen, WAWG lobbyist
Mike Carstensen, Lincoln County
Casey Chumrau, WGC CEO
Larry Cochran, Whitman County
Ben Cochrane, Franklin County
Casey Cochrane, Franklin County
Gil Crosby, Spokane County
Trista Crossley, Wheat Life editor
Sophie Doumit, WAWG assistant 

lobbyist
KayDee Gilkey, WAWG outreach 

coordinator
Marci Green, Spokane County
Michelle Hennings, WAWG 

executive director
Andy Juris, Klickitat County
JP Kent, Walla Walla County
Jackson Kent, Walla Walla County
Michele Kiesz, Adams County
Kevin Klein, Lincoln County
Howard McDonald, Grant County
Jim Moyer, Columbia County
Mary Palmer Sullivan, WGC vice 

president
Ryan Poe, Grant County
Anthony Smith, Benton County
Randy Suess, Whitman County
Shaley Tiegs, 2023 Wheat 

Ambassador
Ben Tompkins, Walla Walla County
Janet Walthew, Snohomish/Adams 

County
Angelina s, 2023 Wheat 

Ambassador
Tom Zwainz, Lincoln County  Before visiting the Capitol and meeting with lawmakers, growers gathered over supper the night 

before to review priority talking points and go over the packed schedule.
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OLYMPIA DAYS 2023WL

the fuel industry to develop a system 
for farmers to be refunded for the 
higher fuel prices they have already 
paid and a way going forward that 
ensures farmers can utilize the 
exemptions.

“Growers use fuel on their farms 
all year, and it’s critical that we be 
able to fill our tanks without being 
unlawfully charged a fuel surcharge 
or having to apply for a refund at a 
later date,” said Andy Juris, WAWG 
president. “While we had hoped 
that the rule-making regarding the 
new cap-and-trade laws would have 
reflected the ag exemptions specifi-
cally written into the legislation, we 
are now hopeful that both lawmak-
ers and Ecology understand the 
urgency to fix this problem now and 
hopefully ensure future legislation 
is more carefully and thoughtfully 
implemented.”

Another major priority for wheat 
growers was addressing concerns 
about the governor’s new riparian 
buffer bill, which sets up a volun-
tary grant program. While the bill 
is an improvement from last year’s 
Lorraine Loomis Act that mandated 
buffers up to 250 feet wide along 
streams and floodplains, there is still 
concern on how the new program is 
structured, especially designating 
Fish and Wildlife guidance docu-
ments as the best available science 
to establish the standards in the 
program. The industry feels there 
needs to be more focus in the bill 
on working with landowners, more 
flexibility in administering the grant 
program, more time given to see if 

Did you know ... 
• Family wheat farms are one of the 

largest economic drivers of jobs in 
Eastern Washington.

• Agriculture is the state’s second 
largest export category of products 
shipped through Washington ports.

• Approximately 90% of the state’s 
grain is exported primarily to Asian 
markets such as The Philippines, 
South Korea, Japan and Indonesia.

• The wheat industry creates a trade 
surplus for our state and offers the 
most dependable, high-quality 
grain around the world.

• The Washington wheat industry 
contributed $948.5 million in 
production value to the state’s 
economy in 2021.

• Washington state produces the fourth 
most wheat in the nation, but 
Whitman County is the top wheat-
producing county in the nation.  

the program is successful, and the need to define metrics for measuring how 
successful the new program is.

Last year, because lawmakers’ offices were still closed to the public, wheat 
growers instead handed out cinnamon rolls and coffee outside the Capitol 
building. It was such a success that growers repeated the effort this year. More 
than 1,000 pastries were given out, along with wheat facts and other industry 
handouts.

WAWG’s top 2023 state legislative priorities are:
•  Preserving Washington’s economic competitiveness. Carbon policies 

should ensure that Washington state retains its economic competitiveness 
and does not disadvantage Washington farmers. When the Legislature 

The 2023 Washington Wheat Ambassadors Shaley Tiegs (left) and Angelina Widman, both from 
Spokane County, helped dish up cinnamon rolls in the Capitol building.
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passed the cap-and-trade and low carbon fuel stan-
dard legislation, it exempted certain agricultural fuel 
uses for on the farm and transporting agricultural 
products. A mechanism to implement these exemp-
tions is critical to ensure that farmers do not see in-
creased fuel prices as agriculture relies heavily on fuel 
and, as a price-taker, cannot pass on these costs. These 
exemptions should also be made permanent.

•  Protecting the future viability of ag through volun-
tary conservation programs. WAWG is supportive of 
voluntary conservation programs that offer flexibility 
and fairly compensate farmers for riparian protection. 
WAWG stands in firm opposition to programs that 
mandate riparian buffers based on site potential tree 
height as it threatens the future viability of agriculture 
by removing significant portions of productive farm-
land out of production. WAWG supports the continu-
ation of the governor’s riparian task force to continue 
discussions on protecting salmon while also ensuring 
the viability of agriculture. WAWG also supports full 
funding of voluntary conservation programs like the 

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program and the 
Voluntary Stewardship Program.

•  Preserving the Snake River dams. WAWG supports 
keeping the lower Snake River dams intact as they 
are vital to Washington and the nation’s economy and 
transportation infrastructure. WAWG also supports 
funding for maintaining the Columbia-Snake River 
System. Removal of the four lower Snake River dams 
would significantly increase carbon emissions that 
contribute to climate change and jeopardize health, 
safety and livelihoods in already economically fragile 
local and regional economies. WAWG supports the 
findings in the federal EIS and opposes any state, leg-
islative or administrative effort to remove or disrupt 
the Snake River dam system.

•  Pesticide safety. Access to pesticides is essential to 
keeping Washington agriculture productive and 
competitive on the global stage. WAWG supports the 
professional use of crop protection products, which 
have been shown to be safe and effective through 
science-based research.  

Fill out form and send, along with payment, to PO Box 184, Ritzville, WA 99169. Checks should be made out to the Washington Wheat PAC.

Political advocacy is something  
many of us think we can never get involved in;  

the Washington Wheat PAC is out to change that.

Yes, I would like to join with the Washington Wheat PAC’s vision and support their actions with my donation.

When you make a donation to the Washington Wheat PAC, you are investing in the future of agriculture in Washington State.

Why Support the Washington Wheat PAC? 
Washington farmers are losing ground 
politically! The ability to protect our interests 
is slowly dwindling. Washington wheat 
producers need elected officials who know 
and understand the industry. Without these 
relationships our ability to remain competitive 
is at risk. Now is the time for the industry to join 
together and proactively influence legislation 
that directly impacts the Washington wheat 
producer. 

Please join our efforts by financially supporting 
the Washington Wheat PAC. Your contribution 
will strengthen the network of elected officials 
who understand the wheat industry’s goals and 
objectives by fighting for what is critical to the 
livelihood of our members.

The Washington Wheat PAC is a nonpartisan political action 
committee that is dedicated to supporting ag-friendly candidates.

The Washington Wheat PAC pledges to promote and support 
elected officials from all parts of the state who positively influence 

agriculture.
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If your business is experiencing supply chain issues, this 
message is for you. We’re Wheatland Bank. And we’ve 
earmarked more than $100 million to help you bridge 
the inventory gap. Best of all, the money is available 
now. As in, not presently sunning itself off the coast of 
California. Let’s keep your business moving forward.  
Even when the computer chips and coffee beans aren’t. 

EQUAL HOUSING LENDER | Member FDIC wheatland.bank

COMMERCIAL
AGRICULTURAL
PERSONAL

100-MILLION 
DOLLARS 
CURRENTLY  
IN STOCK. 

Relationships you can count on. 

CLASS 8 TRUCKS
521 N. EASTERN RD. • SPOKANE, WA

(509) 534-9088 • class8trucks@aol.com

Marc B. Lange (509) 991-9088
Scott Lund (509) 995-5024
Jeff Miller (509) 599-9926

NOT JUST TRUCKS, 
TRAILERS TOO!

www.class8trucksales.com

Rick and Kristi Reaves of St. Maries, Idaho.

What didn’t these two do in 40-plus years of 
working hard? From long hours as a millwright, 
to machinist for the mills in the St. Maries area. 
Kristi used her skills at hardware stores, then 
office management for many companies. Then 

both donating years grooming trails in the Clarkia 
region.  “About 180 miles of them, if you have the 

fuel and the time with that groomer.”

“Our two kids are raised, and now we have some 
time for us again.” That’s why they came in. “Our 
big RV toy hauler strains the pickup. When we go 
for a little different view in the summer, we need a 

truck, not a pickup.”

Here you go ... there they go. Have fun, you two!

Note: For about 25% of a new pickup, this 
Freightliner has more power, handling and better 

stopping abilities.

DRY FERTILIZER EQUIPMENT
Nurse Boxes
Belt Loaders
Truck Spreaders
Hydraulic Drill Fills
C-200 Cleaners/Treaters
Brush Augers

509-535-3051
1404 N. Regal Spokane, WA

barberengineering.com
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SPRING & FALL 
PLANTING 2023 

CALL TODD  509 297-4500 

WA 

ID 
OR 

SEED MIXES 

CRP & SAFE 
POLLINATOR 

FORAGE 
EROSION CONTROL 

ORCHARD 
TURF 

Email:wri@westernreclamation.com 
WAREHOUSES IN ODESSA & ELTOPIA 

509-297-4500 OR 509-531-1702
CALL NOW 

MC
MATHEWS
COMPANY

WE MAKE PARTS FOR

AG PRODUCTS!

MATHEWS
COMPANY

REPLACEMENT HELICAL
& SECTIONAL FLIGHTING

REPAIR - REBUILD - HARDFACE

BIN SYSTEMS

Available

To Order
• Sweeps
• Coupler Boxes
• Bin Wells

Custom Augers & Reflight Platform Augers

(509) 534-4460

904 N Dyer Road
Spokane, WA 99212 accuconofspokane.comFax: (509) 534-4337

Email: accucon@hotmail.com Serving Area Growers for 90 years

Pomeroy Grain Office 509-843-1694
Pomeroy Agronomy 509-843-1394

Colfax Grain Office - Colfax 800-424-5056

www.pomeroygrain.com

Grain Sales - Truck & Barge Shipping
Custom Seeding & Cultivating with Variable Rate Technology

Custom Spraying & Stream Jetting with Variable Rate Technology

Seed Sales  |  Certified Crop Advising  | Soil & Tissue Sampling
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The Agricultural Marketing and Management Organization (AMMO) is back, with a 2023 calendar that 
includes seminars on herbicides, taxes and the markets. 

“We are excited to be fully back to in-person seminars this year. I think many people are tired of we-
binars and are looking for opportunities to get away from the computer,” said KayDee Gilkey, outreach 
coordinator for the Washington Association of Wheat Growers (WAWG). “We’ll be holding seminars 
across Eastern Washington, from Ritzville to Spokane to Walla Walla. Farmers can spend the morn-
ing learning something and networking, enjoy a nice meal, and then have the rest of the day free.”

All 2023 seminars will start at 10 a.m. and include a lunch. Seminars (and lunch) are free to 
WAWG members; nonmembers pay $25 per session. The seminars kick off Feb. 16 with a session in 
Ritzville on herbicide use featuring Jerry Ellis of Envu. Two pesticide credits will be offered.

The popular Wheat College, also part of the AMMO offerings, is scheduled for Tuesday, June 6, 
at the Palouse Empire Fairgrounds in Colfax, Wash. Wheat College will offer a mix of indoor and 
outdoor presentations, providing interactive demonstrations on the latest agronomic research 
being conducted in the Pacific Northwest. Besides a keynote speaker, personnel from WSU 
Extension will provide localized presentations. Pesticide credits will be offered, and registra-
tion reminders will be mailed prior to the event to WAWG members. Admittance is free of 
charge to both WAWG members and nonmembers.

“Wheat College is one of our most popular offerings, and it works best as a hands-on, 
in-person event,” Gilkey said. “Our goal is to bring growers practical information from the 
experts that they can take back to their farms and implement.”

Preregistration for all seminars will be required. More information is available at 
wawg.org/ammo-workshops/ as well as a registration link. Growers can also call the 
WAWG office at (509) 659-0610 to register. AMMO has offered grower education pro-
grams since 2009. It provides education opportunities and an avenue for growers to 
connect with professionals and experts on many of the challenges facing agriculture.

Herbicide Mixing and Spraying and What is the Right Herbicide Mix for 
Annual Grasses and Broadleaf Weeds, Feb. 16 in Ritzville. Jerry Ellis of Envu will 
be discussing how to mix your herbicides correctly using the WALES method to 
make the herbicides work the best. He will share tips on pH and water condition-
ing that affect the way herbicides work. He will also discuss types of nozzles to 
use to prevent drift. The second hour will include discussion about controlling 
weeds in Conservation Reserve Program ground with the following herbicides 
with the correct rates: Escort, Telar, Rejuvra, Opensight, Milestone, High Noon 
and Transline. Two pesticide credits will be offered for attending this session.

Taxes and Business Update, Feb. 17, in Walla Walla. Ryan Janke, CPA, is a 
shareholder with Leffel, Otis & Warwick specializing as a trusted business 
advisor with an emphasis on proactive income taxation and accounting ser-
vices for farm and ranch businesses. This session will provide an update on 
changes to income and estate tax strategies moving into 2023. Being aware 
of these changes is important for your operation’s bottom line. Learn how 
new or potential regulations will impact you.

Marketing Wheat in Volatile Times, with United Grain Corporation’s 
Rob Froom, Feb. 23 in Colfax. Learn more about the global wheat mar-
ket outlook as supply and demand moves back and forth, the impact 
of the Ukrainian war, and how the strength of the U.S. dollar affects 
trade.

AMMO is coming to town
2023 SEMINARS TO COVER HERBICIDE USE, TAXES AND THE MARKETS
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2023 AMMO Sponsors
Thank you to the sponsors who help make the 

Agricultural Marketing and Management Organization 
seminars possible: 

AgWest Farm Credit
Almota Elevator Company

Columbia Bank
Envu

HighLine Grain Growers
JW & Associates, PLLC

Leffel, Otis & Warwick, P.S.
Northwest Grain Growers
Patton & Associates, LLC
Ritzville Warehouse Co.

Syngenta
The McGregor Company

Tri-Cities Grain LLC
Valley Wide Cooperative

Washington Grain Commission
Wheatland Bank  

Wheat Market Outlook, Feb. 28 in Spokane. In a volatile 
market, marketing strategies are essential to managing 
your risk. In this session, we will look at market behav-
iors, price dynamics and market opportunities. Dr. Randy 
Fortenbery is a professor, Thomas B. Mick Endowed Chair, 
at Washington State University. His research focuses 
on agricultural price performance in local and national 
markets.

What Lies Ahead: An update from NRCS and FSA, 
March 9 in Spokane and March 10 in Pasco. Join the Farm 
Service Agency and the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service for an informative session on what is new for 2023. 
Become aware of program changes, deadlines and new op-
portunities for your operation. Wheat growers utilize key 
programs in everyday operations. This session will keep 
you in the loop and your operation moving forward.

Wheat College, June 6, at the Palouse Empire 
Fairgrounds in Colfax, Wash. More details will be an-
nounced.  

Almira
509-639-2431

Farmer
509-745-8551

Harrington
509-253-4604

Odessa
509-982-2691

Reardan
509-796-2575

Wilbur
509-647-5510

SERVING OUR MULTI-GENERATIONAL FARM FAMILIES

2023 SPRING SEED
SOFT WHITE SPRING VARIETIES

AP Mondovi CL2     Louise     Ryan     Seahawk     Tekoa

SPRING CLUB VARIETIES
JD     Melba

HARD RED SPRING VARIETIES
Alum     Glee     Net CL+     WB9668

BARLEY VARIETIES
Lenetah     Stockford     Survivor     

ALTERNATIVE CROPS AVAILABLE
 Triticale     Canola     Oats     Forages     Pulses

CUSTOMIZED SEED TREATMENTS AVAILABLE
SEED PURCHASES ELIGIBLE FOR PATRONAGE

Geoff Schulz or Ryan Higginbotham  
509-796-4141

CALL US TO DISCUSS YOUR SEED NEEDS

Your Rural Property Specialist
Farmland, timberland, recreational 
properties, Lake Roosevelt and homes 
on acreage!  
I work all over Eastern Washington. I 
am a farm land owner in Lincoln and 
Whitman counties; I know the markets!  
To BUY or SELL property, call me!
Contact Greg Schuster, Broker

Rural Property Sales
Coldwell Banker Tomlinson

509-993-2545realtordad@aol.com

521 N. Eastern   Spokane WA

PLEASE CALL for additional details on pricing.

New & used DEMCO grain trailers in stock. Available for purchase or rental.

www.class8trucksales.com

class8trucks@aol.com

NOT JUST TRUCKS, TRAILERS TOO!

509-534-9088 
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By Trista Crossley
Editor, Wheat Life

Washington Gov. Jay Inslee’s ripar-
ian taskforce’s final report was released 
in December and contains a number of 
recommendations developed through 
discussions by a wide variety of stake-
holders, including wheat industry 
representatives.

Michelle Hennings, executive direc-
tor of the Washington Association of 
Wheat Growers (WAWG); Ben Adams, 
past president of WAWG and a Douglas 
County grower; Diana Carlen, WAWG’s 
lobbyist; and Mark Streuli, lobbyist for 
the Washington Grain Commission, 
participated in three roundtable discus-
sions in the last quarter of 2022. The 
discussions also included representa-
tives from the Tribes, legislative leadership, local govern-
ments, commercial and recreational fishery organizations, 
business organizations, and environmental organizations. 
The process was facilitated by Plauché & Carr.

“This is a very complicated issue that could have long-
lasting and potentially devastating impacts on growers, 
so we wanted to make sure that the wheat industry and 
agriculture as a whole had a voice in this taskforce,” 
Hennings said. “We emphasized the need to fully fund ex-
isting voluntary programs, like the Voluntary Stewardship 
Program, which we believe can be extremely effective 
tools for restoring and maintaining fish habitat. We also 
emphasized that farmers need to be fairly compensated 
for any land that is taken out of production and that all 
standards must be based on best available science.”

The recommendations identified in the report included:
•  Existing, functioning riparian areas should be protect-

ed by implementing the Washington Department of 
Fish and Wildlife’s Riparian Guidance (2020), includ-
ing using the 200-year site potential tree height as the 
buffer standard in local land use regulations.

•  Recognize that it may not be feasible to achieve the 
200-year site potential tree height as the buffer stan-
dard in all riparian corridors and that lesser efforts 
can still provide significant improvements to riparian 
habitat.

•  Significantly increase funding of ex-
isting voluntary incentive programs 
to address riparian protection goals 
consistent with the 200-year site po-
tential tree height, while recogniz-
ing exceptions; encourage the use 
of programs like the Commodity 
Buffer Program in more conserva-
tion districts; provide incentives so 
that compensation paid matches 
market rental rates and commodity 
pricing; and where feasible, focus on 
streams listed by the Washington 
State Department of Ecology as be-
ing impaired.

•  Work with the federal govern-
ment to modify federal voluntary 
programs, like the Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement Program, to 
better align with state programs.

•  Fund and convene a new incentive program focused 
on improving riparian habitat for salmon and steel-
head recovery that establishes firm, readily measur-
able goals and that establishes a regulatory program 
that will go into effect if those goals are not achieved 
by Jan. 31, 2024.

• Establish and fund a robust monitoring program.
•  Consider legislation that would designate a single, 

cabinet-level agency to act as the lead agency for 
salmon recovery.

The taskforce was funded during the 2022 Washington 
State Legislative Session after legislation requested by 
Inslee failed to pass out of committee. That legislation 
would have imposed a requirement to restore and protect 
public and private property located in riparian manage-
ment zones and required buffers around waterways that 
could reach up to 250 feet in some places, potentially tak-
ing large amounts of agricultural land permanently out of 
production while offering limited compensation in return. 
Another riparian protection bill has already been intro-
duced in the 2023 Legislative Session, but this time, it sets 
up a voluntary grant program, rather than implementing 
mandatory buffers.

The full report can be downloaded at  
http://bit.ly/3H7PDoD.  

Riparian buffer taskforce report released
Wheat industry representatives emphasize need for sound science, voluntary measures

“This is a very complicated 
issue that could have long-
lasting and potentially 
devastating impacts on 
growers, so we wanted to 
make sure that the wheat 
industry and agriculture 
as a whole had a voice in 
this taskforce.”

—Michelle Hennings, 
Executive Director, 

Washington Association  
of Wheat Growers
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“A Family of Farmers”

OFFICES:
Genesee 

208-285-1141
Colfax 

509-397-4381
Rosalia 

509-523-3511
Oakesdale 

509-285-4311
Fairfield 

509-283-2124

• Grain Marketing & Storage

• Pulse & Specialty Crop Processing

• Quality Pulse & Cereal Seeds

• Rail & River Shipping Terminals

•  Country Hedging Futures & Options

1-866-986-2008
www.pnw.coop

509-993-2890509-235-5711

Clean Grain &
Return Elevators
12 Gauge Construction
2.5X Stronger than OEM
For newer model CaseIH Combines

Custom Welding      Fuel Tanks      Equipment Repairs     Tool Boxes  
On-Site Millwright Work      Custom Truck Bodies and Flatbeds

Custom-Made Combine Parts     All Types of Custom Design Work  

CALL JUSTIN MILLER TODAY!

16716 W. SR 904      Cheney, Wa

www.jandmfabrication.com

cellOR

Coil Packer Bearing Conversion
Pasco 509-547-3326
 888-806-7676
Boise 208-375-7767
Connell 509-234-3311
Milton Freewater 541-938-3864
Moses Lake 509-770-0769
Oroville 509-476-3610
Priest River 208-448-1812
Ritzville 509-659-1532
Spokane 509-535-1534
Sunnyside 509-837-5274
Yakima 509-453-3920

This is no ordinary diesel
fuel, this is Technology

Transformed Fuel.

connelloil.com
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Concerns with the science
Besides the mandatory vs. voluntary aspect of the ripar-

ian buffer issue, one of the wheat industry’s biggest con-
cerns is they don’t believe the recommendations are based 
on the best available science, a point that was brought up 
during the roundtable discussions. This concern is shared 
with other agricultural stakeholders. 

The recommendations in the final report are based 
on two Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(WDFW) publications, “WDFW Riparian Ecosystems 
Volumes 1 and 2 (2020) (WDFW Riparian Guidance 
(2020),” which is where the 200-year site potential tree 
height and buffer width recommendations come from.

“We don’t agree that the information published by 
WDFW is the best available science, and we don’t believe 
that that is the standard that all riparian buffer measure-
ments should be based on,” Hennings said. “There is too 
much at stake for landowners and producers. We need 
more research and a more flexible approach that will take 
into account site-specific conditions.”

After the final report was released, several agricul-
tural stakeholders on the taskforce signed a joint letter to 
Plauché & Carr, thanking them for their work and shar-
ing some thoughts. Besides Hennings, Carlen and Streuli, 
the letter was also signed by leaders from the Washington 
Farm Bureau, the Washington State Dairy Federation, the 
Washington State Potato Commission and the Washington 
State Tree Fruit Association.

“While the issues in front of the taskforce are compli-
cated, both scientifically and politically, we believe there 
are opportunities for meaningful progress. We continue 
to hold to the belief that both agriculture and salmon are 
important and that protecting the future of both need not 
be mutually exclusive,” the letter states.

In the letter, the agricultural stakeholders support con-
tinuing a facilitated dialogue with meetings in different 
areas of the state; increased funding for existing volun-
tary incentive programs; and the recognition that there 

Insurance for 
Whatever You Grow  
Whether you raise cattle or grow nursery 
stock, row crops, grain, hay or fruit, 
COUNTRY Financial® has got you covered. 
Your local nancial representative can help 
balance your need to protect what you have 
with your desire to build for the future. We 
o er great coverage for farm vehicles, too. 

Grow your own way with COUNTRY Financial.  

- HO
Policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual 
Insurance Company®, Bloomington, IL.

Paul Koethke, LUTCF, Afis
Moses Lake, WA 
(800) 689.9259

Wayne Cooley, CMA
Canby, OR  
(503) 266-7000

-We Also Do Portable Line Boring-
Serving The Greater Eastern Washington Area

Scott & Eddy Carroll 
509-770-5560

BigIronRepair@odessaoffice.com

COMPLETE MOBILE REPAIR SERVICE

HEAVY
EQUIPMENT

and
AG REPAIRS
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PHOTOSYNTECH
RESEARCHING TOMORROW’S CROPS

NCC1825/8-S: 
New Hybrid in 2022; 
Limited Commercial 
Quantities Available  
in 2023

NCC101S: 
#1 Revenue Generating 
Spring Canola Hybrid in 
the PNW for 8 Years

NCC101S  is a very early maturity 
conventional non GM spring canola 
hybrid with exceptional yield potential 
in shorter season spring canola 
environments as evidenced by its 
consistency in yield trials in targeted 
growing regions since 2013. Suitable for 
both direct harvesting and swathing.

PHOTOSYNTECH
RESEARCHING TOMORROW’S CROPS

KEY CHARACTERISTICS:

  Vigorous early season establishment

  High yield potential, Good oil content

  Early maturity, Short stature,  
Excellent standability

  Defensive hybrid for short  
season environments

  Responsive to fungicides in  
humid environments

  High germination and purity

  Rated moderately resistant  
to Blackleg

  
Blackleg free

  Excellent resistance to shattering

  Eligible for Non GMO Premiums

Multiple Year Yield Data and  
Agronomic Production Programs 
Available Upon Request

info@photosyntech.com
INQUIRIES + AGRONOMY SUPPORT:

 (701) 226 8958

Hybrid Spring Canola

Include a Premium  
Spring Canola in  
your 2023 Rotation:  
Contact your Local 
Retailer for Early 
Ordering Discounts

—

ROBERT AMSTRUP, SALES MANAGER

are many factors affecting salmon, 
including ocean conditions, overfish-
ing by foreign-flagged vessels and 
the health of Puget Sound.

Legislation proposed
A new riparian protection bill (SB 

5266/HB 1215) has been introduced 
in the 2023 Legislative Session, but 
this time, it sets up a new voluntary 
grant program as opposed to the 
mandatory buffers in the previous 
legislation. While Carlen notes that 
the new legislation is an improve-
ment from last year’s bill, it still 
relies on the WDFW publications as 
the best available science and there’s 
not enough focus on working with 
landowners.  
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WAWG past president still farming in the Palouse
Dave Harlow, 1987-88
By Kevin Gaffney
Special to Wheat Life

In an occupation that is far more a 
way of life than just a profession, Dave 
Harlow has something in common 
with many other farmers.

“I remember not particularly enjoy-
ing some of the jobs on the farm in 
my youth, but a few years later, my 
perspective had changed. Now, I can’t 
imagine any career other than my life 
in farming,” Harlow said.

Born and raised near Pullman, 
Wash., Harlow graduated from 
Pullman High School and headed 
across the state to the University of 
Washington. He earned his business 
degree with an emphasis on finance 
and economics in 1967. Not finished, 
he then earned an MBA in 1969. After interviewing with 
several large companies and seeing what they had to offer, 
Palouse country farm life began looking a lot better to 
him.

“Some of those chores that had seemed mundane 
when I was a teenager took on more importance with a 
more mature viewpoint. After I came back to the farm, 
my father, Merle, continued to guide the management of 
our farm until I was ready to take the reins. We always 
worked well together,” he explained.

Harlow never studied agriculture in college, but he dove 
into learning more once back on the farm with seminars, 
workshops and conferences. He cited the Washington 
State University Extension service as providing very good 
learning opportunities.

With a sizable acreage farm, Harlow feels fortunate 
to have two very dependable employees with plenty of 
experience.

“Kelli Weber hails from a Tennessee farm family, and 
she can handle most any duty,” said Harlow. “Mike 
Cochran is a Colfax native, and between them, they 
perform the day-to-day work on the farm. I’m primarily 
running for parts and handling the bookwork until Mike 
is ready to take that over. Mike has established a farming 
operation of his own, and as that grows, I expect to hand 
over more of our management duties to him.”

Also potentially in the wings is Harlow’s grandson, 

Eden Harlow. Still in high school, he 
has a keen interest in the family farm. 
He will get a taste of the farm this 
year to see how that works out, mostly 
loading, unloading and hauling grain. 

The Harlow farm employs a three-
year rotation: winter wheat, spring 
wheat and pulse crops. Lately, they 
have been growing mostly club wheat. 
They have also gone almost exclu-
sively to garbanzo beans for the pulse 
crop rotation. Garbanzo beans, also 
known as chickpeas, have worked out 
better than peas and lentils in recent 
years. They employ a two-pass system 
of farming, applying fertilizer with 
either a chisel plow or cultivator ap-
plication, depending upon the amount 
of stubble. They have an AGPRO air 
drill that has worked out well for seed-

ing their crops. Harlow has been planting Crescent winter 
wheat and JD spring wheat, but may be looking at updat-
ing his wheat varieties going forward. 

Harlow first got involved with the wheat growers as-
sociation (Washington Association of Wheat Growers or 
WAWG) at the Whitman County level, encouraged by 
Jim Miller (WAWG president 1982-83). Along with Tedd 
Nealey, those three worked to increase the participation 
of Whitman County growers at the local and state level. 
After serving in the Whitman County leadership, Harlow 
went through the WAWG chairs, serving as president in 
1987-88. 

One of the high points of his time as WAWG president 
was in the overwhelming passage of the assessment 
increase from one-half to three-quarters of 1% of grains at 
the first point of sale. 

“Tedd Nealey and others worked diligently with my 
leadership team on informing and educating the growers 
on the importance of increasing the funding for the com-
mission,” recalled Harlow. “The efforts were successful, 
and we were very grateful to the growers for supporting 
it.”

Along with experience chairing several WAWG commit-
tees, Harlow pointed to his participation in the AgForestry 
Program as excellent training for ag industry leadership. 
He was a graduate of the second class, completing his two-
year stint in 1981. In addition to WAWG, Harlow has also 
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RITZVILLE WA
SPECTRUM CROP DEVELOPMENT Curtis 509-659-1757

Todd 509-641-0436

START BULDING YOUR SOIL HEALTH NOW!

EXPAND HERBICIDE
OPTIONS
SLOW HERBICIDE
RESISTANCE

BOOST YOUR
BOTTOM LINE

SUNFLOWERS
TRITICALE

PLOW-DOWN MUSTARD

ROUNDUP READY
VARIETIES ALSO

AVAILABLE

WINTER CANOLA
NON GMO

IMI-TOLERANT

1112 Airway Ave. 
Lewiston, ID 83501

IS THE BEST EQUIPMENT

Designing and manufacturing top-quality 
seed, fertilizer, and chemical equipment 
for over 30 years.

AGPROINC.COM

(208) 746-2212 

BEHIND EVERY
GREAT YIELD

Two Locations to Better Serve You!
 

Cheney, Washington Wilbur, Washington 

17005 W. SR 904 555 N.E. Main St.
 

509-235-2006 509-647-5365

1-800-782-7786
AgEnterprise.com

Ag Enterprise Supply, Inc.
Member of

We have expanded our manufacturing facility

Contact us today for your Precision Ag needs!
Get the latest technology developed by Raven backed by support from our team!

to better meet your needs. Contact us to see what we can design and build for you!

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY! 

Join our 
precision ag 

team.
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served on the Washington Grain 
Commission, the USA Dry Pea and 
Lentil Association, the Washington 
State Crop Improvement 
Association, and other boards. He 
was personally involved in the 
farm-city swap program back in 
the 1980s and made some excellent 
connections with west-side people 
and politicians, including former Lt. 
Governor Brad Owen. 

Harlow believes more interac-
tion with urban west-siders visiting 
Eastern Washington agricultural 
communities would be a positive 
thing.

“The transition to higher-capacity 
farm equipment and larger farms 
has been a tough transition for many 
rural communities. There are fewer 
farmers, residents and merchants 
in the towns, and that also means 
smaller schools. Most of our rural 
towns have quite a few empty build-
ings. Most urban folks in Western 
Washington really don’t understand 
our issues and concerns.

“One bright spot, the City of 
Palouse has had a bit of a revitaliza-
tion with some new businesses and 
services setting up shop in Palouse. 
The downtown area is looking 
pretty good.”

Looking to the future, Harlow 
sees the need to get as many active 
farmers involved with the WAWG 
organization as possible. 

“In many ways, the education and 
lobbying work of the association is 
just as important as our fieldwork 
on the farm,” he noted. “We have 
to continually be present and make 
our voices heard in Olympia and in 
Washington, D.C.” 

Harlow is truly sincere about 
recruiting members; both of his em-
ployees are WAWG members.

“Unfortunately, many of the 
problems we face are at least, in part, 
from over-regulation at the state and 

CHROME ALLOY WEAR PARTS

Setting the Standard for Wear!

Proudly made in the USA!
R&H offers an extensive line of Chrome alloy rod weeder wear parts, 
including sprockets, wear collars, spools, wear blocks and boot points. 
R&H also manufactures a variety of cultivator points designed to outlast 
the competition, saving your valuable time and money. 

R & H MACHINE . 115 ROEDEL AVE . CALDWELL, ID  

1-800-321-6568 . www.rhmachine.com

federal levels. If we don’t effectively inform and advocate for our industry, no 
one else will.”

One major challenge to all farmers is the increased input costs for fuel, seed, 
fertilizer and herbicides, said Harlow. A similar increase in the price of wheat 
and other grains has not happened to mitigate those higher costs. 

“The push to breach the Snake River dams at the same time there is a cam-
paign to build millions of electric vehicles, increasing the need for electrical 
power, seems to lack common sense,” Harlow said. “Wind and solar power are 
not going to replace the clean, efficient water power that the dams provide any 
time soon.”

Harlow is perfectly happy with his current farm duties, mostly paperwork 
and parts running. He looks forward to the younger farm generation to contin-
ue the consequential work accomplished by the Washington Grain Commission 
and WAWG.  
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Flat Storage - Hopper Bins - Aeration Systems - Retrofits
Powersweep Unloads - Dryers - Concrete - Installation
Grain Augers - Belt Conveyors - Pneumatic Conveying

Need More Storage?

NwGrainAugers.com509.535.1177 
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Tractors • Combines • Tillage • Drills
Sprayers • Precision Ag

JONES TRUCK
& IMPLEMENT

Colfax, WA
Located on Hwy 26

509-397-4371
1-800-831-0896

Evenings:
Dan Hebling 509-336-1346
Rena Olson 509-956-3110
Nic Mayer 509-385-3895
Tyler Elstad 509-540-9009

www.jtii.com
jti@colfax.com

Walla Walla, WA
304 N 9th Street
509-525-6620

1-800-525-6620

“JTI, Your Agricultural Hub of the Inland Empire.”

YOUR ONE-STOP AG SOURCE!
– Sales & Superior Service –

ENGINES FOR SALE

REBUILD CENTER

REBUILT & USED DIESEL ENGINES
Cat      Cummins       Detroit       IH       Case       John Deere

DIESEL & TRUCK

Parts           Custom Repair           Sales           Service

(800) 362-2387 (509) 534-1112
N. 322 Eastern, Spokane, WA 99212

www.younkerbros.com

(800) 366-5962 (509) 534-7818
6505 E. Valleyway, Spokane, WA 99212

MEDIUM & HEAVY DUTY DRIVE TRAIN

CUMMINS ISX, long block......................................... CALL
CUMMINS N14, Celect Plus, long block ...... Exch $13,000
CUMMINS BIG CAM, long block ................ Exch $10,000
NOW OFFERING CUMMINS ISB HIGH 
PERFORMANCE OVERHAUL KITS ........................ CALL
AERVOE FLEET & ENGINE PAINT IN STOCK!

Transmissions
Di�erentials
Exchange Units

509-766-9894
800-258-4599

(South of Wheeler Water Tower) 

Moses Lake, WA
509-639-2293
800-998-6694

Almira, WA
        (Wilhelm)
509-523-3471

Rosalia, WA

WB6211 CL+ • Seahawk • WB 6121 • Ryan • Tekoa

Soft White Spring Wheat

JD • Hedge CL+

Spring Club Wheat

Kelse • Alum • WB 9662 • WB 9668 • AP Venom

Hard Red Spring Wheat

Oreana • Claymore • Stockford (forage) • Altorado • Vaquero (forage)

Spring Barley

Celsia

Spring Oats

Driven by

SEED TREATMENT TECHNOLOGY

We service what we sell,  since 1987

www.bluemountainag.com

MOSCOW, ID
2275 Nursery

208-883-3007

LEWISTON, ID
620 Thain Road

208-746-6447
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Education is one component of the Washington Grain 
Commission’s (WGC) mission, and last fall, when the 
commission’s Education Committee met, I remember 
we planned to emphasize our education efforts for the 
February Wheat Life edition. Now, as I write my first 
chairman’s column, I realize how appropriate that sub-
ject is, because serving as a commissioner has certainly 
been an education for me. Come to think of it, realizing 
my high school dream of becoming an actual farmer has 
been, and continues to be, an education every step of the 
way. 

I studied agronomy and entomology in college, 
worked in Extension in Arizona and Idaho, and learned 
a lot, a whole lot, once I took over my father-in-law’s 
500-acre wheat, barley and dry green pea operation in 
the fall of 1992. In those days, “barely enough to starve 
to death” was my answer to the common, “how much do 
you farm” question. My wife, Janet St. John Barstow (aka 
parts girl, tractor driver, truck driver, hired hand) and 
I now grow wheat, barley and legumes on about 1,300 
acres near the city of Palouse. 

My eyes were really opened, though, once I became ac-
tively involved with our state wheat organizations. It was 
there that I got my education about the very important 
“off-farm” side of the wheat industry. I had the honor of 
serving as Washington Association of Wheat Growers 
(WAWG) president in 2010-11 and was elected as a barley 
representative to the WGC in 2018.

Part of WGC’s broad education effort is education for 
growers, and we accomplish this through support of this 
magazine you are reading right now. Grower education 
also comes through commission support of programs 
like WAWG’s Agricultural Management and Marketing 
Organization (see page 32).

On another educational front, the commission pro-
vides support to WAWG’s efforts to educate people in the 
state and national legislatures. A critical component of 
our educational efforts, this is a never-ending battle. Just 
as we start to make headway, a whole new crop of people 
with absolutely no knowledge of agriculture are in posi-
tions as staffers, legislators and regulators.

I can recall my early lobbying trips with WAWG em-
phasizing that, as wheat farmers, we are price-takers, not 
price-setters. We cannot pass along high fuel, fertilizer or 
other input costs to the consumer. Yet, in a press release 
last September, the Federal Trade Commission claimed 

that you and I do just that — as if we could charge the 
elevators who buy our grain more for our wheat when 
our input costs go up. 

It was frustration with those kind of educational 
voids that led the WGC to support the Wheat Week 
program. Cultivating the next generation is one element 
of our strategic plan for education, and Wheat Week, an 
outcome-based, K-12 agricultural education curriculum, 
has been fulfilling that directive, going strong, for 15 
years. It provides school-based curriculum for class-
rooms across the state (60% of students reached are in 
Western Washington) with hands-on lessons addressing 
the science, economic and societal aspects of agriculture 
and the region’s natural resources. Read more from Kara 
Kaelber on this great program and how it is expanding 
agricultural knowledge of our state’s youth on page 48.

Your grain commissioners and staff have been look-
ing at ways to expand or extend our youth education 
efforts, and last year, the WGC provided a seed grant to 
the Franklin Conservation District (the organization that 
runs Wheat Week for us) to pilot a new program target-
ing high school classrooms.  

Kaelber, education director at the Franklin 
Conservation District, provided an update at the 
November 2022 WGC board meeting on this new pilot 
program she is running during the 2022-23 school year. 
Kara reported that in spite of offering stipends directly to 
teachers to run the program, there has been little interest. 
Not one to give up easily, she proposed, and we sup-
ported, pivoting the WGC funding previously appropri-
ated for these unused teacher stipends to an additional 
STEM-focused program. This STEM Academy will be 
a weeklong summer camp for high school students or 
recent high school graduates focused on renewable ener-
gies and sustainable agriculture. The camp would allow 
students to explore diverse career options in agriculture, 
and the students may be eligible for one college credit 
through Walla Walla Community College or other col-
lege. As a former WGC chair used to say, “stay tuned.”

Finally, I thank past chair, Mike Carstensen, for his 
steady and able service as chairman of our commission. 
He is not leaving and will continue representing WGC at 
the national level on the U.S. Wheat Associates board. He 
has left me a great organization with great staff to work 
with, and I look forward to all the education coming my 
way this year. I’ll do my best to share it with you here.  

By Ben Barstow
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You are invited! 
WSU research review 
Grain growers are invited to join the 
Washington Grain Commission (WGC) 
in Pullman on Wednesday, Feb. 15, at 
the Courtyard by Marriott for the annual 
Washington State University (WSU) Research 
Review. Research is a pillar of the WGC mis-
sion of enhancing the long-term profitability 
and competitiveness of Washington grain 
farmers. The WSU Research Review is the an-
nual progress report on WGC-funded proj-
ects, and all statewide commercial wheat 
and barley producers are invited to partici-
pate. The day includes a series of 10-minute 
presentations from each lead researcher, 
each followed by time for growers to ask 
questions, which provides critical feedback 
to WSU. Grower participation helps keep 
projects focused on real-world grower chal-
lenges and helps strengthen relationships 
with the WSU faculty and staff. The event 
is free for grain growers and includes lunch 
and the reception following the research 
agenda. Please RSVP for the event at  
mary@wagrains.org. Growers are respon-
sible for their own hotel accommodations.  

Shaver increases wheat fleet
Shaver 
Transportation 
took delivery of 
two brand new, 
120,000-bushel, 
self-unloading 
grain barges in 
November 2022 
after a multiweek 
journey from New 
Orleans through 
the Panama Canal 
and north along the West Coast.  The barges were built at the Corn Island 
Shipyard in Grandview, Ind.

“ST-25 is now the 22nd barge in our ‘Wheat Fleet,’ and its inaugural load 
was last week at the PNW elevator at Almota, Wash.,” Rob Rich told us 
in December. Rich is the vice president of marine services for Shaver 
Transportation, based in Portland. “We are proud to be continually investing 
in the transportation of Washington wheat and support for the Snake River 
dams that this wheat is transported through,” he said.  

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023 provides $1.7 
trillion in discretionary resources across the fiscal year 2023 
appropriations bills and includes several crucial investments 
to advance the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) 
priorities for rural America. According to the Farm Journal’s 
AgWeb, money specific to agricultural research will increase 
by $175 million, to $3.45 billion in 2023, which includes the 
USDA’s Agricultural Research Service (ARS). 

Of special interest to Pacific Northwest (PNW) producers, 
the ARS appropriation for the PNW Herbicide Resistance 
Initiative increased from $2 million to $3 million annually. 
The initiative is a collaboration between the three PNW 
land-grant universities and the ARS. Currently coordinated 
by Dr. Ian Burke at Washington State University, the initiative 
will develop and deliver economically sound solutions for 
managing herbicide resistant weeds in wheat and associ-
ated rotational crops. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is slated to receive $8.66 

billion in fiscal year 2023 from the appropriations bill for con-
struction, operations and maintenance of PNW rivers and 
dams. The Pacific Northwest Waterways Association (PNWA) 
successfully advocated for a list of regional projects to be 
included in the bill, see them at http://bit.ly/3jQ7I2x. The 
Washington Grain Commission is a member of PNWA.  

Bill boosts Herbicide Resistance Initiative, river transportation

We need your help!
PNW producers can help the Herbicide 
Resistance Initiative determine priority 
problem weeds and their location 
under different management systems. 
Hold your smartphone camera up 
to the code and select the pop-up link to access the 
Problem Weeds Survey #1.  

MANAGING HERBICIDE-RESISTANT WEEDS IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST
Best Management Practices (BMPs) to manage herbicide-resistant weeds are critical to 

the long-term sustainability of wheat production in the Pacific Northwest. 
Using BMPs are the most effective way to manage weeds, including herbicide-resistant 

weeds, especially when incorporated into a long-term weed management plan.

Start clean!
• Plant into weed-free fields and keep them weed-

free.
• Plant weed-free crop seed. 

• Understand weed biology, particularly timing of 
seed germination, seed dormancy, and seed 
longevity. 

• Prevent field-to-field and within-field movement by 
starting equipment usage in weed-free areas and by 
cleaning equipment after use.
• Control weeds in borders to prevent weed influx 

into the field.

Stay clean!
• Scout fields routinely, and closely monitor the 

outcome of herbicide treatments. The sooner 
problems are detected, the better the chance you 
can adjust your management strategy.

• Use multiple herbicide mechanisms of action 
(MOAs) that are effective on troublesome or 
herbicide-resistant weeds in an integrated crop 
rotation.

• Follow the herbicide label – use the correct rate at 
recommended weed sizes. 
• Diversify weed management practices – prevent 

weed seed production and reduce weed seeds in 
the soil seed bank. 
• Use crop competitiveness to suppress weeds.

• Use mechanical management practices, as needed. 
• Manage weed seed during and after harvest to 

prevent weed-seed bank buildup. 

• Know and understand the effects of the weed 
management inputs on each weed species. 

Seek support!
Contact your local cooperative extension office for help creating a weed management 
plan or if your current plan is ineffective, or see EM108: Advances in Dryland Farming in 
the Inland Pacific Northwest, Chapter 9, for an approach to creating such a plan.

If weeds are present after application, 
determine the reason! Consider the following:

Stay informed!  Visit the resource pages of the respective universities (Idaho:; 
Oregon:;, WSU:smallgrains.wsu.edu) to stay current with developments in herbicide 
resistance and resistance management in the region.

•Field History – has the treatment worked before?

•Weed Biology – were weeds present at application?

•Environment – weather conditions for herbicide activity?

•Application Problems – are there clear patterns?

•Crop Cultural Practices – is the crop vigorous?

•Herbicide Resistance – seek support for suspected herbicide-
resistant populations!

HERBICIDE RESISTANT WEEDS IN 
THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST

EM108

Prickly Lettuce

Mayweed 
Chamomile

Tumble Mustard

Italian Ryegrass

Downy Brome
(Cheatgrass)

Kochia

Prickly Lettuce

Russian Thistle Feral Rye

Jointed 
Goatgrass

Flixweed

Canada Thistle*
* Although there are no known herbicide resistant Canada 

thistle in the PNW, it is a critical export contaminant.
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New faces at home and abroad
The wheat industry welcomed some new faces and applauded old colleagues over 
the past several months. 

U.S. Wheat Associates (USW) announced several new hires, including:

Ralph Loos, who joined the USW team at the end of August 
2022 as their director of communications. Loos has nearly 14 
years of experience in agriculture communications. His back-
ground includes work with the U.S. Soybean Export Council, the 
American Sheep Industry Association, and the U.S. Meat Export 
Federation. His expertise includes magazine production, social 
media management and video production. 

Also at the end of August, Peter Laudeman started as USW’s 
director of trade policy. Laudeman has a diverse set of expe-
riences working for both growers and the crop protection 
industry. Prior to USW, he served as a political affairs manager 
with Corteva Agriscience in Washington, D.C., where he led the 
biotechnology issues portfolio and the company’s carbon and 
ecosystem services advocacy. 

Dong-Chan Bae started in November 2022 as the new country 
director in USW’s Seoul office in South Korea. Bae previously 
spent 25 years with the Samyang Corporation, a diverse South 
Korean company that includes a food and consumer goods 
business unit and flour milling operations. After being part of 
many collaborations between USW and South Korean importers 
and millers, Bae said he looks forward to representing the U.S. 
wheat industry.

In December, the wheat industry applauded the confirmation of two key appoin-
tees at the national level. 

Alexis Taylor was confirmed as the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign 
Agriculture Affairs. The Trade and Foreign Agriculture Affairs 
mission area plays a crucial role in developing and implement-
ing USDA’s trade policy, oversees and facilitates foreign market 
access, and promotion opportunities for U.S. agriculture. As the 
previous agriculture director in Oregon, “having someone in this 
critical role who is so familiar with PNW issues will undoubtedly 

benefit Washington grain growers. We congratulate her and look forward to work-
ing together,” said Washington Grain Commission CEO Casey Chumrau. 

The second confirmation was Doug McKalip, confirmed as 
Chief Agricultural Negotiator in the Office of the United States 
Trade Representative (USTR) after almost two years without a 
designated ag negotiator. “Mr. McKalip’s work in conservation, 
with the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service and recent 
negotiations with the Mexican government on biotech issues 
match up perfectly with some of the most important agricultur-
al trade barriers,” said USW President Vince Peterson. USW and 
the National Association of Wheat Growers released statements both celebrating 
and welcoming the appointees to their new roles.  

Barley research 
gets $1 million  
in spending bill
 The National Barley Improvement 
Committee (NBIC) is excited to con-
firm that the FY23 federal omnibus 
spending bill increased the an-
nual appropriation to the Barley Pest 
Initiative (BPI) by $1 million annually, 
bringing the total to $3 million. These 
funds are allocated each year to sup-
port researchers at U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Agricultural Research 
Service stations and land-grant 
universities across 15 states.  The NBIC 
is committed and is actively seeking 
additional funding increases in FY24 
appropriations to reach their $5.3 
million goal. 

Barley pests cause 5 to 15% yield re-
ductions annually, resulting in losses 
of $36 to $118 million a year nation-
wide to growers. The BPI strengthens 
the capacity of the national public 
sector barley research infrastructure 
to address 20 major insect, viral, 
bacterial and fungal threats to the 
production of high-quality barley. 
The initiative focuses on improved 
environmental sustainability and 
economic returns to barley growers, 
while meeting the needs of domestic 
and export end-users for high-quality 
barley. 

Scientists are working to develop 
management and genetic resistance 
strategies to mitigate or eliminate the 
substantial negative economic impact 
of major barley pests.  This enhances 
the competitiveness of the barley 
crop, promoting a robust and high-
quality supply of domestic barley for 
various end users, thus minimizing 
industry reliance on global imports. 
To learn more about the BPI and 
targeted pests, visit the NBIC website 
at ambainc.org/nbic/.  
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EPORTSR
WASHINGTON GRAIN COMMISSION

By Kara Kaelber
Education Director, Franklin Conservation District

Now in its 16th year, Wheat Week has proven to be a 
staple in many teachers’ classrooms across Washington 
state. Reaching over 1,000 teachers each year, Wheat 
Week not only teaches students about the importance 
of wheat, but also the adults in the room and at home. 
While Wheat Week is geared toward 4th and 5th grade 
students, it wouldn’t be possible without teachers invit-
ing Wheat Week educators into their classrooms each 
year for an entire week to educate them and their stu-
dents about wheat. This fall, I had a chance to talk with 
three teachers and ask them how they feel about the 
Wheat Week program.

Krista Kelly, a 4th grade teacher from Fairmount Park 
Elementary in the Seattle School District, has invited 
Wheat Week into her classroom for the past 12 years. 
Even through COVID-19, Kelly continued to offer the 
virtual Wheat Week program to her students. According 
to Kelly, “Wheat Week is a great addition for both social 
studies (economy and geography) and science.”  She 
enjoys the consistent schedule for the week, so it’s a spe-
cial time for the students. She appreciates how 

the program is a focused week and not a one-off, like 
other programs offer. Kelly mentioned her favorite part 
of Wheat Week is how it touches on many areas of their 
curriculum but also connects the city kids to eastern and 
central Washington. “Students don’t understand what 
the environment is like in those regions and how the 
economy is based around farming, so Wheat Week helps 
give them a new perspective.” Some of her students’ 
favorite parts of Wheat Week are growing the wheat, 
harvesting the wheat, and, especially, tasting the wheat. 

Lisa Woodside, 4th grade teacher from Adams 
Elementary in Seattle, has also offered Wheat Week in 
her classroom for the past 12 years. From her perspec-
tive, the students love a guest teacher, and they espe-
cially love growing wheat. Before Wheat Week came to 
her classroom, she didn’t understand the magnitude of 
wheat production in Washington, and she didn’t realize 
wheat is shipped down the Snake and Columbia rivers. 
She draws the connections for her students when they’re 
learning about energy. She emphasizes the energy wheat 
gives the student (through foods), as well as the energy 
required to ship the wheat from field to table. 

Sarita Benson, a 4th grade teacher in Shoreline School 
District (just north of Seattle), has had Wheat Week for 
the past five years. According to Benson, “I love the 
structure of Wheat Week, and I love the lessons!” She 
emphasized how Wheat Week ties into their science cur-

Wheat Week: A teacher’s perspective
PROGRAM IS TAUGHT IN OVER 1,000 CLASSROOMS EVERY YEAR
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WHEAT IS THE 
WORLD’S NUMBER 
ONE CROP

• More land is planted to wheat in the 
world than any other crop.

• Wheat is a staple food for more than 35 
percent of the human population.

• Wheat provides 20 percent of the world’s 
nutritional needs.

• In 2021, the U.S. exported 992 million 
bushels of wheat to nearly 50 
countries.

• Washington, Oregon and Idaho together 
are called the Pacific Northwest (PNW).

• The PNW produces enough wheat each 
year to fill the Seahawks’ Stadium! 

WHEAT 
GROWS JOBS

• Washington wheat farmers support 9,466 
jobs in the state, including their own. 

• The state benefits from 6,276 jobs in 
businesses and industries directly 
supporting Washington wheat farmers.

• An additional 3,190 jobs are supported 
from personal purchases of both farmers 
and their employees.

• At least $0.58 of every $1.00 generated 
by Washington wheat exports goes to 
businesses that support farmers.

• Washington’s wheat farmers and their 
employees contribute to the state’s 
economy by spending $0.69 of every 
$1.00 earned from wheat exports for 
off-farm purchases.

• This results in a total of $2.27 in 
economic activity for every dollar of 
sales from wheat.

Source: WSU IMPACT Center, 2020

Wheat Facts2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 3

PRESENTED BY THE

WHEAT 
HAS CLASS
Wheat is divided into 
six classes based on 
kernel color, hardness, 
and planting season. 
Each class of wheat 
has specific end-use 
qualities:

Soft white
winter, spring, and club
Cakes, cookies, cereals, 
pastries, pancakes

Soft red winter 
Cookies, crackers, 
pastries, pretzels, 
flatbreads 

Hard red winter & 
hard red spring
Breads, hard rolls, 
bagels, croissants, 
pizza crusts

Hard white
winter and spring
Asian noodles, steamed 
breads, and blended 
flours

Durum
Pasta, couscous

Western White
A customized blend of 10 
percent or more of very 
soft club wheat with 
common soft white wheat 
varieties ideal for cakes, 
pastries, and other 
confectionery products



WHEAT MOVES

The Columbia-Snake River System running 
through Washington, Idaho and Oregon is 
the cleanest and most efficient way to 
transport wheat to the world. 

Wheat from 11 states export through our 
rivers, which adds up to about 60 percent of 
all U.S. wheat exports shipping through the 
Columbia-Snake River System.

The Port of Lewiston, Idaho, is 465 miles 
upriver from the Pacific Ocean, which makes 
it the most inland port in the nation.

Tidewater and Shaver are the 
primary barging companies serving 
the Columbia-Snake River System. 
Together they float an average of 60 
percent of Washington’s wheat to port 
elevator locations.

Cargo ships called bulk freighters and 
container ships transport wheat to hungry 
customers in Asia, Latin America, and the 
Middle East.

TRANSPORTATION MODES:
How the wheat grown in Washington 
gets to market:

60% 
Grain trailer to River barge to Four-barge tow

 37%
Grain trailer to Rail hopper to 100-car train

3%
Grain trailer to Container

The WGC is proud to sponsor Wheat Week — a fun, hands-on 
program conducted through the Franklin Conservation District 
that teaches Washington’s 4th- and 5th-graders all about wheat. 
Pictured here are just a few of the hundreds of thank you cards 
we receive from kids who participate in Wheat Week. 
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riculum, which focuses on water, land and erosion, 
but also ties into their study of Washington state. 
When she found out about Wheat Week, she was so 
excited because it was a real-life example of all these 
subjects. 

Benson mentioned one of the reasons she really 
likes Wheat Week is how it connects to their study of 
the different regions of Washington state and espe-
cially the Columbia Plateau. The students learn that 
wheat is grown in the Columbia Plateau, but these 
are kids from the city, and they don’t really know 
what wheat looks like. 

According to Benson, “The growing of the wheat, 
the threshing of the wheat, seeing how it ties into the 
food they eat, and looking at the science that is re-
quired to bring wheat to them in its various forms is 
all so important. Wheat Week provides a real-world 
experience, and they (students) can tie it into their 
life and into their science learning and their under-
standing of our state.”

I knew teachers liked Wheat Week, since my 
Wheat Week educators’ calendars are full each year, 
but until I had the chance to speak one on one with 
them, I didn’t fully understand how valuable and 
important Wheat Week really was to them. 

When I asked Kelly if there was anything else 
she’d like to tell me about Wheat Week, she paused 
and began to get choked up. Speaking through tears, 
she said, “I just want the farmers to know that their 
contributions to this (Wheat Week) matter. I want 
the people who are contributing to this, money 
and time, to know that it’s valuable learning.” She 
had me in tears as well. I would also like to thank 
the Washington wheat farmers for allowing us to 
educate students and teachers on the importance of 
wheat, and how important wheat farmers are for our 
communities, state and the world.  

By Kimberly Garland-Campbell
Research Geneticist, U.S. Department of Agriculture- 
Agricultural Research Service

In the dark days of winter, January through February, 
those of us who work with winter wheat begin to won-
der how the plants are faring through the cold tempera-
tures. Wheat is widely grown at latitudes between 20 to 
60 degrees north and -20 to -40 degrees south. Climate 
change is predicted to expand the range of wheat into 
higher and lower latitudes. Because of this wide geo-
graphic distribution, wheat has evolved to survive in 
many climate zones, and winter wheat must survive 
severe freezing temperatures. 

The first wheat grown in the Pacific Northwest (PNW) 
was soft red winter wheat from the East Coast of the 
U.S., and spring club wheat from California and Chile. 
Winter survival was one of the first problems tackled 
by early wheat breeders in the region. Jasper Spillman, 
Washington State University’s (WSU) first wheat breeder, 
crossed the spring club wheat, Little Club, by the winter-
hardy hard winter wheat, Turkey, to select for greater 
winter survival. Subsequent breeders in the U.S. and 
Canada assessed many wheat cultivars and landraces 
from around the world to improve the winter survival of 
winter wheat. 

In 2021, Ukraine was the fifth largest exporter of 
wheat, accounting for over 8% of the total. Before that, 
wheat varieties from Ukraine played an important 
role in the establishment of winter wheat around the 
world, particularly in North America. Various versions 
of Turkey wheat were imported to North America by 
Mennonites emigrating from Crimea and other parts of 
modern-day Ukraine and Russia in the 1870s. The wheat 
was grown under as many as 28 synonyms, and all were 
not identical. The Turkey wheats had better winter hardi-
ness compared to the eastern soft wheats and were more 
productive in the soils of the Great Plains. 

Turkey wheat types were widely used in the early hard 
wheat breeding programs in the Great Plains to improve 
winter hardiness and agronomic adaptation, but many 
people don’t realize that they are also ancestors of the 
PNW soft and hard winter wheat breeding programs.  

Surviving, thriving 
through winter
SMALL EVOLUTIONARY CHANGES ALLOWED 
WINTER WHEAT TO SURVIVE FREEZING TEMPS
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This is partly due to Spillman’s earliest crosses and to 
recurring crosses by other wheat breeders including 
Orville Vogel. The Turkey wheats were used in winter 
wheat breeding programs throughout the world. Turkey 
is a parent of both the Japanese variety, Norin 10, and 
Vogel’s soft white variety, Brevor, so it’s represented in 
the Norin 10/Brevor semidwarf selections developed by 
Vogel. Another Ukrainian winter wheat, Kharkov, be-
came widely grown in the Great Plains. It was collected 
from the Luhansk region of eastern Ukraine. We still 
grow it as a long-term check in the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Cooperative Wheat Regional Nurseries. 

We have evaluated wheat cultivars and landraces from 
around the world and the PNW using artificial freezing 
trials conducted at the WSU Plant Growth Facility. The 
most freezing tolerant winter wheat in North America 
is from the breeding programs located at Saskatoon, 
Canada, and those at Montana State University, North 
Dakota State University and South Dakota State 
University. The Canadian Western Red winter wheat, 
Norstar, developed at the Agriculture Canada Research 
Station in Lethbridge, Alberta, was a great advance in 
winter survival when it was released. We have recorded 

survival down to -20 C in our tests, and we use it as our 
resistant check. In contrast, many PNW breeding lines 
have poor survival at -15 C. Norstar is included in the 
pedigree of the most freezing tolerant winter wheat 
cultivars from Montana and the Dakotas. Its pedigree is 
Winalta/Alabaskaya. Winalta has Turkey Red and other 
Turkey types in its pedigree. Alabaskaya is a cultivar at-
tributed to Kazakhstan. Mironovskaja 808, from Ukraine, 
was also used as a source of winter hardiness. 

In a recent study at WSU, then-graduate student Jinita 
Sthapit Kandel worked with Deven See and Dan Skinner 
to rate the response to freezing from 533 wheat landra-
ces from around the world. Their analysis discovered 
distinct genetic differences in winter wheat adapted to 
latitudes above 40 degrees north. Specific gene regions 
were identified that were associated with cell membrane 
stability. The most freezing tolerant winter wheat landra-
ces were from Ukraine and Russia and the mountainous 
areas of Europe.

Plants are more tolerant to freezing while in the 
vegetative stage. Reproductive growth in winter wheat 
begins with jointing. Exposure to freezing temperatures 
after jointing damages wheat flowers and grain yield. 

Origins of the most freezing tolerant wheat landraces evaluated by Jinita Sthapit Kandel.  Most of the accessions originated from winter wheat growing 
regions above 40 degrees north latitude in Ukraine, Russia, and mountainous areas of Europe and Asia.  Purple line marks the 40th degree north 
latitude.  Reference:  Sthapit Kandel J, Huang M, Zhang Z, Skinner DZ, See DR. Genetic Diversity of Clinal Freezing Tolerance Variation in Winter Wheat 
Landraces. Agronomy. 2018; 8(6):95. https://doi.org/10.3390/agronomy8060095. 
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Therefore, wheat and many other plants have fine-tuned 
their switch from vegetative to reproductive phases of 
growth to match the prevailing environment using ver-
nalization (response to cold) and photoperiod (response 
to daylength). Plants that survive through freezing 
temperatures in the winter adapt using genetic pathways 
that respond to temperature and daylength. The master 
switches controlling vegetative to reproductive growth 
are the vernalization genes on the wheat group 5 chro-
mosomes and the photoperiod genes on the wheat group 
2 chromosomes. 

Winter wheat has recessive vernalization (vrn) genes 
indicating that a period of near-freezing temperature is 
required before the plants will enter the reproductive 
stage and flower. Adapted wheat in our region requires 
six to eight weeks of exposure to near-freezing tem-
peratures before flowering. The dominant Vrn-1 gene, 
which is present in spring wheat, eliminates this cold 
requirement. 

The photoperiod (ppd) genes regulate wheat flowering 
in response to lengthening days. A mutation in the ppd-1 
gene to the dominant Ppd-1 eliminates the photoperiod 
response. In the PNW, most of our winter and spring 
wheat is photoperiod sensitive. There is variation within 
photoperiod sensitive winter wheat, which requires 
lengthening days and exposure to cold to flower. 

The specific amount of vernalization and daylength re-
quired are fine-tuned to match the climate. For example, 
winter wheat grown in Oregon will begin to flower ear-
lier in the spring after less vernalization and at shorter 
days than wheat adapted to northern Washington. Even 
if the temperatures warm, winter wheat cultivars like 
Eltan and Otto will remain prostrate in the vegetative 
stage until the correct daylength is present. 

In response to cold, wheat and other plants also use 
the c-repeat binding factor (CBF) pathway. Wheat gene 
names can be cryptic; the main point is that the CBF 

genes are transcription factors that control the expression 
of many other genes to protect cell membranes in re-
sponse to freezing. They work together with the vernal-
ization and photoperiod genes. 

All of these genes exhibit copy number variation and 
are frequently duplicated or even present in triplicate 
in some wheat lines. Copy number variation is defined 
as deletions, insertions and duplications of genes and 
noncoding DNA. Copy number variants form rapidly in 
response to stress. While each variant generates moder-
ate changes, they can add up over time. 

We discovered that copy number variation at the CBF 
and Vrn genes was associated with freezing tolerance 
in wheat. The gene expression at the CBF and Vrn genes 
was highest for the most frost tolerant lines, like Norstar. 
Norstar and Eltan, a freeze tolerant PNW winter wheat, 
had up to three copies of each of the resistant alleles at 
each gene. 

The expansion of wheat into new latitudes required a 
series of small evolutionary changes in gene expression 
and adaptation. Apparently, as wheat was gradually 
brought from its center of origin in modern-day Turkey, 
up through the Caucasus and Ukraine and out into 
Europe and Asia, these copy number variants became 
established. The Mennonites brought these same wheat 
variants from Ukraine to North America, establishing 
the genetic foundation for winter survival in wheat pro-
duction regions throughout the world. 

Our current challenge as winter wheat breeders is to 
adapt new cultivars to warming, high-latitude environ-
ments. The plants lose valuable growing time when the 
spring temperatures are warm enough for green-up, but 
they sit and wait for longer days. 

As we learn more about control of the vernalization, 
photoperiod and CBF pathways and their interactions, 
we have better tools to develop new cultivars for future 
growing conditions.  
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WASHINGTON GRAIN COMMISSION
WHEAT WATCH

T. Randall Fortenbery
Professor and Tom Mick Endowed Chair, 
School of Economic Sciences, Washington 
State University

It has not quite been a year since the 
invasion of Ukraine and the disruption 
of world wheat markets. While the war 

continues, the movement of wheat out of the Black Sea 
region has picked up following the agreement by Turkey, 
Ukraine and Russia to allow safe passage of Black Sea 
grain ships. The initial agreement was signed on July 
27, 2022, but Russia threatened to break the agreement 
in October. They eventually relented and agreed to an 
extension of the deal in mid-November. Between Aug. 1, 
2022, and Jan. 22, 2023, a total of 671 ships departed Black 
Sea ports hauling various agricultural commodities.1 
Over 30% of these vessels were hauling wheat, originat-
ing from both Russian and Ukrainian ports. Black Sea 
wheat export volume between mid-August last year 
and Jan. 22 this year has been about 5.2 million tons (see 
Figure 1).

According to International Grains Council (IGC) data, 
despite the Black Sea safe passage agreement, shipments 
of Ukrainian wheat through the first half of the current 
marketing year (December of 2022) were running about 
50% below shipments through the first half of the 2021-22 
marketing year. IGC’s current forecast for total Ukrainian 
wheat exports this marketing year is 14 million tons. 
While this does lag exports in 2021-22, it only represents 
a decline of about 26%. Given the reported export pace 
through December, Ukrainian monthly volume needs to 
increase through the spring months to reach the current 
forecast. December 2022 did see a year-over-year increase 
in total Ukrainian exports compared to December 2021, 
but this will need to continue in the coming months to 
offset the slow pace early in the marketing year if the 
IGC forecast is to be met. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) January 
2023 (in the January World Agricultural Supply and 
Demand Estimates) forecast for total Ukrainian wheat 
exports in 2022-23 is not quite as optimistic as the IGC’s 

at 13 million metric tons. However, even for that to be 
realized, monthly volume needs to be sustained at levels 
above the monthly export pace exhibited the first half of 
the marketing year.2

In contrast to the Ukraine forecast, IGC is forecast-
ing a robust rebound in total Russian wheat shipments 
this year. For Russia, they are currently forecasting total 
wheat exports of 42.1 million tons. This represents an 
increase of 27% over last year, and the largest export 
volume in the last decade. The increased export volume 
is matched by a year-over-year increase in Russian wheat 
production of 27%. However, it is also likely that some of 
the Russian wheat available for export is wheat that was 
appropriated from Ukrainian farmers during the early 
months of the war.

USDA’s current forecast for 2022-23 Russian wheat 
exports is 43 million tons, a bit above the IGC forecast. 
However, both IGC and USDA are in agreement on the 
total Black Sea export volume this year, and both are pro-
jecting an increase in Black Sea wheat exports of about 
8% over last year.

Figure 2 shows the total wheat volume shipped from 
the Black Sea by destination for every country import-
ing at least 100,000 metric tons in the 2022-23 crop year 
through late January. These are compared to wheat 

Increases projected in Black Sea exports

1Based on United Nations data. un.org/en/black-sea-grain-initiative/vessel-movements
2USDA and IGC vary slightly on the definition of the marketing year. USDA’s wheat marketing year runs from June 1 though May, and IGC’s from July 1 
though June. Even if one accounts for June exports being moved from one marketing year to the next, USDA is still more conservative in the expected 
export volume from Ukraine this year compared to last.

Figure 1: Black Sea wheat shipments

Source: United Nations, Black Sea Grain Initiative Joint Coordination Center
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export volumes from the U.S. to the same 
countries. Note that out of the 11 major 
destinations for Black Sea wheat, U.S. 
exports are competing in just a couple 
of those markets — Indonesia and Italy, 
and, to a lesser extent, Yemen (food aid). 
However, even in those countries, we 
are often not competing for the same 
consumer markets — the U.S. is selling 
a different class of wheat compared to 
Black Sea shippers. In both Indonesia and 
Yemen, for example, virtually all wheat 
originating from the U.S. has been white 
wheat, while the Black Sea wheat has 
mostly been hard red. The wheat the U.S. 
has shipped to Italy thus far has been split 
between hard red spring and durum, 
again, often not a direct substitute for the 
hard red winter wheats out of the Black 
Sea region. 

In general, the markets being served 
by Black Sea wheat are not the same 
markets served by U.S. wheat export-
ers. According to United Nations data, 
about 63% of Black Sea wheat exports this 
year have been targeted to developing 
countries, with only 37 percent targeted 
to developed, high-income countries. 
While a direct comparison is difficult, IGC 
data suggests that the percentage of U.S. 
wheat exports so far this year targeted at 
developed, higher-income countries is a 
bit over 50%, and this does not account for 
shipments to the Philippines. The World 
Bank defines the Philippines as a develop-
ing country, but they host one of the most 
dynamic economies in the East Asian 
Pacific region with a quickly growing 
middle class. The Philippines is one of the 
three largest buyers of U.S. wheat, and 
much of the demand is the result of the 
consumption choices of their middle-class 
population.

According to USDA, total world trade of 
wheat this year is expected to exceed last 
year by about 4%. Increased export activ-
ity is not only expected out of the Black 
Sea region, but also from Canada (up 70%) 
and the EU (up 15%). Some of these in-
creases will be offset by export reductions 
in both Argentina (down 53%) and the 
U.S. (down 3%). Exports from Australia 
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Randy Fortenbery holds the Thomas B. Mick Endowed Chair in Grain 
Economics at Washington State University. He received his Ph.D. in 
Agricultural Economics from the University of Illinois-Urbana/Champaign.

Figure 2: Wheat export destinations by origin (2022-23 marketing year)

Figure 3: Export wheat prices (U.S. $/ton FOB)

Source: United Nations, Black Sea Grain Initiative Joint Coordination Center

Source: International Grains Council

are expected to be very close to last year’s export level. 
Due to an increase in total world wheat consumption this year, USDA 

expects global wheat ending stocks to fall about 3%. This is in contrast to 
IGC, which is forecasting a slight increase in world wheat ending stocks 
this year of about 2%.

One concern for U.S. wheat producers is that prices for U.S. red wheat 
on the world market have shown some strength recently compared to 
prices of other wheat exporters (Figure 3). U.S. white wheat prices do not 
appear over-valued relative to other export prices, including Australian 
white, but if the U.S. red wheat prices correct to their historical relation-
ship with Russian milling wheat prices, U.S. white wheat prices could 
see a bit of softness as well.  
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For 130 years, the St. Ignatius Hospital has perched on a 
hillside overlooking Colfax, Wash. Once-bustling hallways 
and operating rooms are now empty and deteriorating, 
but a local couple is hoping to breathe life back into its 
neglected spaces.

Austin Storm and his wife, Laura, purchased the build-
ing in 2021, nearly seven years after being first intrigued 
by it. 

“We were so struck by how beautiful it was, and how 
unusual it was to have a building that old in this area that 
wasn’t being used,” Storm said, “I grew up on the East 
Coast where there’s a lot of old buildings and a much 
greater population density, so you are used to there being 
old, cool buildings everywhere that people haven’t figured 
out what to do with. But out here, it doesn’t get much older 
than 1893. We were just … honestly, we were moved by it.”

Construction on the building began in April 1893, and 
it opened in 1894. The hospital was run by the Sisters of 
Charity (now the Sisters of Providence) and was the only 
hospital in that part of the Palouse. By 1911, the St. Ignatius 
School of Nursing was established. Additions were made 
to the building in 1917 and 1928, and a separate dormitory 
for nursing students was built in 1936 next to the hospital. 

Due to the cost of maintaining and modernizing the 
building, the Sisters of Charity decided to shutter the hos-
pital in the mid-1960s when a new hospital was built down 
the road in Pullman. The building served as an assisted 
living facility until the early 2000s, when the doors were 
permanently closed. Abandoned and neglected, the build-
ing quickly fell into disrepair.

When the Storms became interested in the building, it 
was owned by a Southern California resident.  

on life support
COUPLE REVIVING ABANDONED COLFAX HOSPITAL |  BY TRISTA CROSSLEY

Austin Storm (inset photo) and his wife, Laura, purchased the 130-year-old St. Ignatius Hospital in Colfax, Wash., in 2021. They are working to make the 
abandoned building water tight, which has involved raising parts of the building to rebuild supporting structures and repairing the roof.
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(Above) Austin Storm in one of the enclosed porches on the back side of the building 
where tuberculosis patients could enjoy fresh air. (Right) The original terrazzo floors have 

held up relatively well, but walls and ceilings are showing the decades of neglect.

A large hole in the roof had been letting rain and snowmelt down into the 
building for years, extensively damaging all the floors below it. One of the 

first things the Storms did (after temporarily patching the roof) was jack up 
each floor and replace the supporting structure for the floor above it.

Information cards 
throughout the building 
(like the one on the 
left) show visitors how 
different areas of the 
hospital used to look. 
Today, the operating 
room (above) looks a little 
different.
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“He was viewing it merely as an investment opportu-
nity and I think didn’t have a full understanding of how 
daunting a project like this is, especially in a rural town 
where there’s not a lot of clear demand for redevelopment 
or new development,” Storm said. “You have to be pas-
sionate about redevelopment but also about where you 
are.”

That where, of course, is Colfax, the county seat of 
Whitman County, smack dab in the middle of wheat coun-
try. The Storms, who met in Moscow, Idaho, own several 
businesses in the region, including Bully For You in Colfax 
and the Storm Cellar in Moscow. When he first came to 
the Palouse, Storm, like so many, viewed Colfax as more 
of a place to get through rather than a place to stop. That 
seems to be changing. Storm noted that although the 
population of the town is about 2,800, the daily car traffic 
is much higher.

“If you are going to Pullman, Washington State 
University, from the west side or Spokane, you have to go 
through Colfax, which means there is a much greater po-
tential for an audience. We’ve always thought about what 
would serve our local audience, but also, what makes 
sense in this place that really is kind of a crossroads and 
a place where different types of 
people overlap,” he explained. 
“I think there’s a growing ap-
preciation for what Colfax has 
to offer in its downtown, the 
really beautiful buildings, the 
incredible people.”

Once the Storms had 
ownership of St. Ignatius, 
the real work began. Their 
first goal was to stabilize 
the building so it didn’t 
continue deteriorating, and that 
meant tackling the “massive” hole in the 
roof. For at least 20 years, water had trickled into the 
building, causing substantial damage to all four floors 
directly beneath the hole. After putting a temporary patch 
on the roof, the Storms took part of the first floor “down 
to dirt,” and hired a company out of the Tri-Cities to jack 
up the buckling parts of the building, beginning with the 
first floor. Many of the structural beams were so rotted, 
they collapsed as pressure was applied to them, but it 
worked. As each floor was raised, the Storms were able 
to rebuild the structure as necessary to support the floor 
above.

“There was a real risk that four stories of the inside of 
the building would collapse once we started pushing on 
it,” Storm said. “It was, honestly, a pretty fun experience, 

something you don’t do very often. Something I appreci-
ate about living in an area like the Palouse is there is a 

really adventurous spirit, and it’s been amaz-
ing to work with contractors in this area 
because no one is daunted. I think about the 

things people used to do at the turn of the last 
century, moving houses, building these insane 

buildings. I think that spirit is very much alive, 
and we’ve seen that in the people that have 

helped us.”
In late 2022, repairs on the roof were completed. 

At that point, the Storms were able to breathe a 
sign of relief, knowing that regardless of whatever 

else happens, the building was stabilized.
Another major task has been cleaning out debris. 

Although anything of value was sold long ago, the 
building was still full of stuff deemed to be of no worth, 
such as “really gross refrigerators.” Storm said they’ve 
been doing a lot of recycling and “peeling things back that 
don’t contribute to the historic framework of the building,” 
which helps the couple see what has merit and needs to be 
preserved.

“No matter what happens to the building, it’s an incred-
ible historic building, and telling the story of that building 
is telling the story of the people settling in the Palouse. We 
really want to preserve the history of the building through 
reflecting some uses it used to have, but also through the 
architectural details,” he said.

Austin Storm and his wife, Laura, purchased the 130-year-old St. Ignatius 
Hospital in Colfax, Wash., in 2021. 
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There isn’t much in the historical record of how the 
interior of the building might have looked, and thanks to 
various remodels, there’s very little of the original 1893 
interior left. The outside is a slightly different story.

“On the outside, you can see (original features) in the 
more ornate shape of the windows and door casings and 
things of that nature. Then it got remodeled, a new wing 
was added in 1928, so there’s kind of this institutional art 
deco detail as well,” Storm said. “There is enough there for 
me to nerd out on for a long, long time.”

Although they are a long way from the finish line, the 
Storms have started thinking about how they’d like to use 
the building, from a space for artists to an event center 
with rentable rooms or even possibly a brewery or distill-
ery in the original boiler house across the street from the 
hospital.

“One of the greatest things about doing something like 
this in a town like Colfax is it is too big for one single use. 
Colfax does not need that much of any one thing, and that 
really fits our own interest. We are also not interested in 
just one thing. There’s a lot of space to dream and room for 
a lot of different compatible visions,” Storm explained.

The community has also gotten into the spirit of reviv-

ing the building. Storm said he meets people all the time 
who were born in the hospital and are glad it’s being 
preserved.

Of course, renovating a building like St. Ignatius isn’t 
cheap. The Storms are partially supported by the Whitman 
County Historical Society, which accepts donations that 
can be earmarked for the project. Funding also comes 
from a more unearthly source. For several years before 
the Storms purchased the building, local volunteers have 
conducted ghost tours in the hospital as a way to draw at-
tention to it and the need to preserve it.

“This has allowed some community-minded people 
in Colfax and the Palouse area to encourage us early 
on, because the initial stages (of renovation) aren’t very 
glamorous,” Storm said. “It’s really hard to fundraise for 
something you aren’t going to see anything on the out-
side of it. Our minimum pitch was we at least wanted to 
preserve the building so even if we aren’t the people who 
get to figure what else we can do with this, someone in the 
future can, because if it goes away, there’s no going back.”

Progress on St. Ignatius can be followed on the Storms’ 
Instagram page at instagram.com/stignatiuscolfax/ or on 
their website, stignatiuscolfax.com.  
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NORTH PINE AG EQUIPMENT, INC. CALL (509) 994-2133

EARLY ORDER PROGRAM ENDS JANUARY 31ST
*Extended to February 15th due to Ag Expo!

cschmidt@att.net        2110 E Babb Road, Rosalia WA 99170

ORDER NOW AND LOCK IN BEFORE
PRICES INCREASE, AND RECEIVE:

Your banker will approve.
Your accountant will approve.
Your agronomist will approve.

Can more than pay for itself
in ONE crop harvest! 

YOU’VE READ ABOUT IT...
YOU’VE SEEN IT...
NOW...LET’S TALK AGRONOMY!

Available for:

•  John Deere S-Series
•  CaseIH 30, 40, & 50 Series
•  Claus 8000 Series
•  Fendt Combines
•  New Holland CR Series

Early order discounts available!

seed control units (scu)

- FREE MAGNET KIT ($1450 VALUE)
- FREE CHAFF SENSOR KIT ($1450 VALUE)
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Updates to the Whole Farm Revenue program
By Curtis Evanenko
McGregor Risk Management Services

Greetings and happy new year 
everyone!

My objective is to provide an 
update on the recently announced 
modifications to the Whole Farm 
Revenue Protection policy by the 
Risk Management Agency (RMA) 
that are effective for the 2023 crop 
year. A previous article on this 
subject matter in the August 2020 
edition of Wheat Life gave a founda-
tion of the Whole Farm Revenue 
Protection policy.

First, let’s review the changes 
announced in August by RMA 
pertaining to Whole Farm Revenue 
Protection:

•  Increased the maximum insur-
able revenue for Whole Farm 
Revenue Protection from $8.5 
million to $17 million, allowing 
more producers to participate in 
the program.

•  Adjusted yield reporting re-
quirements at the sales closing 

BOTTOM LINE
THE

Sponsored by the 
Agricultural Marketing 

& Management 
Organization. 

For more information and  
a schedule of classes visit  

wawg.org/ammo-workshops/

date to streamline record keeping and reduce overall paperwork.
•  Replaced existing expense reporting procedures with a 40% reduction in 

the expected revenue for commodities which cannot be planted due to 
insurable causes.

•  Increase the maximum approved revenue for the Micro Farm program from 
$100,000 to $350,000, allowing more participation from local food producers. 

Many large farm operations were not eligible to participate in the program as 
their annual revenue exceed the liability limit. With the increased maximum 
insurable revenue to $17 million, more producers will be eligible to participate.

For commodities not insured under another policy by the Federal Crop 
Insurance Corporation, the insured’s acreage, production and revenue history 
must be reported on the yield and revenue report. The yield and revenue report 
must be submitted on or before the sales closing date for commodities reported 
on the intended farm operation report.

The process for reporting commodities intended to be planted, but not planted 
due to insurable cause, are submitted on the revised farm operating report, now 
using 60% of the intended revenue for that commodity.

Let’s summarize the current Whole Farm Revenue Protection policy:
•  $17 million liability limit.
•  Protects the farm operation against the loss of revenue earned or expected 

from commodities produced during the insurance period or bought for 
resale during the insurance period.

•  Available in all counties in all 50 states.
•  Coverage level of 50% to 85% in 5% increments.
•  Expanding operations can increase average allowable historic revenue by up 

to 35% if approved by the approved insurance provider.
• Operations with two or more commodities meeting diversifications require-

ments are eligible for premium subsidy.
•  Requires five most recently filed Schedule F forms (2017-21) for the coming 

2023 crop year.
•  A replant payment is available for annual commodities if there is no replant 

provision provided with a Multi-Peril Crop Insurance policy.
The Micro Farm Program is relatively new, introduced by RMA last year. The 

focus of this policy is to meet the needs of smaller operations typical of farm-
to-market producers. The increase in the maximum revenue will automatically 

Year Washington Policies Liability

2020 731 $884.7 million

2022 718 $950.8 million
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increase eligible producers and 
corresponding goal of increasing 
program participation.

Washington state leads the na-
tion in active Whole Farm Revenue 
policies, accounting for 40% with a 
corresponding liability of 36%. This 
has been true since the introduction 
of the policy, and I believe it will 
continue to be the primary coverage 
for specialty crops such as tree fruit, 
grapes, potatoes, onions, etc. 

The strength of the revenue pro-
tection policy for the primary crops 
grown in Eastern Washington — 
barley, canola, dry peas and wheat 
— negates the need for dryland 
producers to seek a “better coverage 
policy,” in my opinion. In our expe-
rience with the Whole Farm Revenue 
Policy, the coverage provided did 
not surpass the coverage afforded by 
a well-designed revenue protection 
policy for the producer.

As stated previously regarding 
Whole Farm Revenue Protection, it is 
not a one-size-fits-all policy. If you’re 
growing nontraditional crops, this 
policy may fit you like a glove, and 
the recent enhancements are very 
favorable for additional program 
participation.

I wish you the best for the coming 
growing season!  

Curtis Evanenko serves as a risk 
management advisor with McGregor 
Risk Management Services. He can be 
reached at (509) 540-2632 or by email at 
cevanenko@mcgregorrisk.com.

Jay Mlazgar AAMS®

Financial Advisor
609 S. Washington

Ste. 203
Moscow, ID 83843

208-882-1234

Greg Bloom
Financial Advisor
Professional Mall I I

1260 SE Bishop Blvd. Ste C
Pullman, WA 99163

509-332-1564

Hank Worden
Financial Advisor
109 S. Second Ave

Walla Walla, WA 99362
509-529-9900
800-964-3558

Terry A. Sliger
Financial Advisor
1329 Aaron Drive

Richland, WA 99352
509-943-2920
888-943-2920

Joy Behen
Financial Advisor

6115 Burden Blvd. Ste A
Pasco, WA 99301
509-542-1626
877-542-1626

Brian E. Bailey AAMS®

Financial Advisor
931 6th Street

Clarkston, WA 99403
509-758-8731
866-758-9595

Ryan Brault CFP®

Financial Advisor
3616 W. Court St. Ste. I

Pasco, WA 99301
509-545-8121
888-545-8126

Dean E. Roy AAMS®

Financial Advisor
1024 16th Avenue, Ste C

Lewiston, ID 83501
208-798-4742

Joe Behler AAMS®

Financial Advisor
11707 E Sprague Ave

Ste. 103
Spokane Valley WA 99206

509-927-8033

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

We Understand Commitment
At Edward Jones, we deliver candid guidance and personalized 
investment strategies to help you plan for and realize the possibilities 
of your future – for you, your family and generations to follow.

Keep informed  
on the Washington wheat 

industry and WAWG’s  
advocacy efforts at  

wawg.org
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Harvest in the Mondovi area.  
Photo by Bobbie Williams. 

Harvest at Jordan Farms in Waterville.  
Photo by Shae Parker.

Barges going upriver on the Columbia River at the mouth of the Deschutes. Photo by Alan Hanna.

McKinley Sitton (2 1/2) helping dad fill drills in Washtucna. 
Photo by Wyatt Sitton.



Your wheat life...

Breakdowns happen, and changing a 40-foot sickle bar in the 
field in Pomeroy takes help from the crew. From left to right are 

Dick Hastings, Mike Hastings, Roger Dye, Randy Kausche and Nick 
Hastings. Photo by Mindy Hastings.

Isley (3), Max (7), and Finn (5) Gonzalez out in 
the field with dad, Andrew, in Yakima Valley. 

Photo by Teagan Gonzalez.

Snowy fields south of Ritzville.

Send us photos of your wheat life!
Email pictures to editor@wawg.org. Please 

include location of picture, names of all people 
appearing in the picture and ages of all children.



As of press time, the events listed here are be-
ing planned. However, you should check prior 
to the event for updates. All dates and times 
are subject to change.

FEBRUARY 2023
7-9 SPOKANE AG SHOW. The larg-
est farm machinery show in the Inland 
Northwest. More than 250 agriculture 
suppliers and service companies all 
under one roof. Held at the Spokane 
Convention Center. agshow.org

14 WAWG BOARD MEETING. Meeting 
starts at 10 a.m. at Washington Wheat 
Foundation Building, Ritzville, Wash. 
(509) 659-0610, wawg.org

15 RESEARCH REVIEW. Washington 
growers are invited to engage with 
WGC-funded scientists on their current 
research progress. More details will be 
posted at wagrains.org. Courtyard by 
Marriott Hotel, Pullman. Contact mary@
wagrains.org.

16 HERBICIDE MIXING AND SPRAYING 
AND WHAT IS THE RIGHT HERBICIDE 
MIX FOR ANNUAL GRASSES AND 
BROADLEAF WEEDS. AMMO work-
shop presented by Jerry Ellis of Envu. 10 
a.m. to noon at the Washington Wheat 
Foundation building in Ritzville, Wash. 
Lunch is provided. No charge for WAWG 
members; cost for nonmembers is $25. 
Preregister by calling (509) 659-0610 or 
print out and mail registration form at 
wawg.org/ammo-workshops/.

17 TAXES AND BUSINESS UPDATE. 
AMMO workshop presented by Ryan 
Janke of Leffel, Otis & Warwick. 10 a.m. 
to noon at the Marcus Whitman Hotel in 
Walla Walla, Wash. Lunch is provided. 
No charge for WAWG members; cost for 
nonmembers is $25. Preregister by calling 
(509) 659-0610 or print out and mail form 
at wawg.org/ammo-workshops/.

23 MARKETING WHEAT IN VOLATILE 
TIMES. AMMO workshop presented by 
United Grain Corporation’s Rob Froom 
10 a.m. to noon at the Best Western 
Wheatland Inn in Colfax, Wash. Lunch 
is provided. No charge for WAWG 
members; cost for nonmembers is $25. 
Preregister by calling (509) 659-0610 or 
print out and mail registration form at 
wawg.org/ammo-workshops/

23-26 HOME AND YARD SHOW. 
Features hundreds of displays and 
demonstrations of home and yard-related 
products, services and improvements. 
Spokane Fair and Expo Center, Spokane, 
Wash. custershows.com

28 WHEAT MARKET OUTLOOK. AMMO 
workshop presented by Dr. Randy 
Fortenbery, Washington State University. 
10 a.m. to noon at the Hampton Inn-
Spokane Airport in Spokane, Wash. 
Lunch is provided. No charge for WAWG 
members; cost for nonmembers is $25. 
Preregister by calling (509) 659-0610 or 
print out and mail registration form at 
wawg.org/ammo-workshops/.

MARCH 2023
3-5 SPRING ARTS AND CRAFTS SHOW. 
Professional artists and crafters from 
across the Northwest will display and sell 
their fine art, hand crafts and specialty 
foods. Spokane Fair and Expo Center, 
Spokane, Wash. custershows.com

9 WHAT LIES AHEAD: AN UPDATE 
FROM NRCS AND FSA. AMMO work-
shop presented by state staff from the 
Farm Service Agency and the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service. 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the Hampton Inn-Spokane 
Airport in Spokane, Wash. Lunch is pro-
vided. No charge for WAWG members; 
cost for nonmembers is $25. Preregister 
by calling (509) 659-0610 or print and mail 
form at wawg.org/ammo-workshops/.

10 WHAT LIES AHEAD: AN UPDATE 
FROM NRCS AND FSA. AMMO work-
shop presented by state staff from the 
Farm Service Agency and the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service. 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the Red Lion Hotel in Pasco, 
Wash. Lunch is provided. No charge for 
WAWG members; cost for nonmembers is 
$25. Preregister by calling (509) 659-0610 
or print out and mail registration form at 
wawg.org/ammo-workshops/.

17-19 SPRING ARTS AND CRAFTS 
SHOW. Professional artists and crafters 
from across the Northwest will display 
and sell their fine art, hand crafts and 
specialty foods. HAPO Center, Pasco, 
Wash. custershows.com  

HAPPENINGS

With three different degrees of slopes and multiple different side 
heights, as well as an overall variety of combinations, Western Trailer 
Hoppers are fit for any job. Couple that with the highest resale values in 
the industry and you can’t go wrong.

Learn more at www.westerntrailer.com or call 888.344.2539

Durable, light weight, efficient, and reliable – Western Hoppers are built to last.

WE’RE LOOKING
FOR GROWERS
TO RAISE CAMELINA
FOR THE 2023 SEASON

Very low $$ per acre input.

Existing Grower referrals available

Net $ per acre competitive
with spring canola

www.camelinagold.com

An oilseed crushing 
company in Ritzville

Call Curt @ 509 998 0675
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Wonderland

It may be a winter wonderland now but SBNW 
wants to help you plan for the spring thaw! Whether 
maximizing the return on your deposits or starting 
loan discussions, we’re well placed with 3 new 
branches added in Palouse, Colfax and Rockford. 
Just stop on in today.

Learn More about 
our Ag Loans:

StateBankNorthwest.com

Spokane Valley - 509-789-4335  –  Northpointe - 509-464-2701

Garfield - 509-635-1361  –  Rockford - 509.252.6080

Colfax - 509.252.6070  –  Palouse - 509.252.6090

Serving All Your Seed Cleaning Needs 
Plus Grade Improvement For Specialty 

Crops – On-Farm Service Since 1967!

WHEAT  •  BARLEY  •  OATS
SPECIALTY CROPS

Plan Ahead – Call NOW Reserve Your Cleaning Date

Other Brands Of Seed Treatment Also Available

wireworm treatment

509-765-7754
800-572-0426

4300 Rd. K NE, Moses Lake

Specializing In Truck Scales!

CHROME ALLOY 
WEAR PARTS

Maintain uniform tillage

   Extremely long wearing

       Cut replacement costs

       Save costly downtime

       Uses standard hex-head bolt

           Shock absorbing washers included

Proudly made in the USA!

R & H MACHINE . 115 ROEDEL AVE . CALDWELL, ID  

1-800-321-6568 . www.rhmachine.com

Setting the Standard for Wear!

R & H Machine offers an extensive line of cultivator 
points and shovels to fit S-tine, Triple K and C shanks.  
All are cast of high Chrome Alloy to give extremely long 
life in abrasive soils.  Our parts outwear standard or 
hardfaced points up to twenty  times.
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Advertiser Index
Accucon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31
Ag Enterprise Supply . . . . . . . . . . . . 41
AGPRO  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41
AgraSyst . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19
AgWest Farm Credit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
Albaugh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5, 25
Bank of Eastern Washington . . . . . 66
Barber Engineering  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27
Big Iron Repair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38
BioWest Ag  Solutions . . . . . . . . . . . 13
Blue Mountain Agri-Support . . . . . 44
Butch Booker  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38
Byrnes Oil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42
Class 8 Trucks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27, 33
CO Energy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37
Coldwell Banker Tomlinson . . . . . . 33
Coleman Oil  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39
Correll’s Scale Service  . . . . . . . . . . . 65
Corteva Agriscience . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

Country Financial  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38
Custom Seed Conditioning . . . . . . 65
Dayton Tractor and Machine . . . . . 12
Edward Jones . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61
Eljay Oil Company . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
Farm & Home Supply . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
Frank’s Boots. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
Great Plains Equipment  . . . . . . . . . 15
HighLine Grain Growers . . . . . . . . . 33
J & M Fabrication . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37
Jones Truck and Implement  . . . . . 44
Kincaid Real Estate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38
McKay Seed Company . . . . . . . . . . . 44
Mike’s Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66
North Pine Ag Equipment . . . . . . . 59
Northwest First Realtors . . . . . . . . . 18
Odessa Trading Company  . . . . . . . 67
Ole World Oils  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64
Photosyntech . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39

PNW Farmers Cooperative . . . . . . . 37
Pomeroy Grain Growers . . . . . . . . . 31
R & H Machine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42, 65
Second Harvest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43
Spectrum Crop Development  . . . 41
Spray Center Electronics . . . . . . . . . 13
State Bank NW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65
T & S Sales . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43
Tankmax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21
The McGregor Company  . . . . . . . . 68
Tri-State Seed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
Vantage-PNW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67
WestBred . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23
Western Reclamation . . . . . . . . . . . . 31
Western Trailers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64
Wheatland Bank  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27
Washington State Crop 

Improvement Association . . . . . . 7
Younker Brothers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44

with a
Bank of Eastern
Washington

Ag/Commercial Lender

HECTOR LOPEZ
Pasco, WA

MICHAEL BROECKEL
Pasco / Colfax, WA

JAY HART
Colfax, WA

TODD WOOD
Dayton, WA

PASCO, WA
5205 N. Rd 68
509-545-6360

COLFAX, WA
803 N. Main St.
509-397-4681

DAYTON, WA
257 E. Main St.
509-382-7111

BEW IS A BRANCH OF BEO / MEMBER FDIC

It’s a Great Time to talk

EQUIPMENT 
LOANS

40ft, 2 Hopper, roll up tarp, front and rear ladder, 11/24/5 tires, spring suspension  
$49,850

Mike’s Auto
(509) 725-1765

37502 Mayberry Rd. E.

Davenport WA 99122

New 2023 Demco Grain Trailer

'72 Dodge LNC1000

Cummins 903 300hp, Allison 6 speed 
automatic, 20k original miles, new tires on 
aluminum wheels, new Grainmaster 750bu 
bed, 30T power/down hoist, hydraulics to 
rear, 20k front axle, 46k rears. . $48,000

744k miles, C15 Cat-High 550hp 6NZ, 18 spd, 
Jake brake plus retarder, 3 way lockers 
on rear, wet kit, pintle hitch, 11 x 24.5 tires, 
46" rear axles, 12,860 front axle, 218" 
wheelbase, dual exhaust, dual air cleaners, 
dual 100 gal fuel tanks, new paint - buy now 
and choose your color! . . . . . . . $69,850

'02 Peterbilt 379 DayCab
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--------------------------------------------- 

The NEW Generation
WEED-IT QUADRO WEED-IT

QUADRO
FEATURES

 Don Strebeck  509-988-0433 Jason Thomas  509-988-0342 Sam Whitman  509-660-3210
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ACCESSIBLE.  PROVEN. LOADED.

pounds of seed treated 
 AND COUNTING.

SeedStart™ with MicroFuze™ Technology
is proven in the field to drive faster emergence, powerful roots, 

and stronger stands in cold, wet PNW soils.


